LOVE’S ANNOUNCES PLANS TO BUILD A TRAVEL STOP
& COUNTRY STORE ON COMBINED TX6 / US79 IN HEARNE
2.10.2010 -- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, HEARNE, TX
Oklahoma-based Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores today announced plans to build the company’s newest store at the southwest corner of the intersection of FM485 & combined TX6/US79 on the northern end of Hearne.  Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, this new facility will join Love’s more than 220 stores that are strategically located along busy highways (mostly interstates) in more than 30 states.

“We are excited about coming to Hearne,” said Greg Love, a principal owner of the family owned & operated business.  “We’ve been looking for just the right central Texas location for Love’s.  This intersection in Hearne will be a great addition to our network of stores & will further our presence in Texas.”

Love’s new $6 million, 9.5-acre Hearne facility will bring a minimum of 30 new full-time jobs as well as an estimated $2 million a year in direct sales tax revenues to town.  Similarly-sized facilities serve 1,200 passenger vehicles & 500 trucks per day.  This new Love’s, which will include Hearne’s second McDonald’s restaurant in addition to Love’s convenience store & truck stop activities, will offer unleaded & diesel fuels, internet access, showers, scales, overnight parking, an RV dump station, an ATM, trucking & other supplies.  The Hearne Love’s, which will have 50 car parking spaces plus 90 truck parking spaces, will NOT include a truck repair facility but will include a tire shop.
The Hearne Love’s will have retail management, restaurant management, & store team member positions available.  Under its employee recruitment campaign of “make a difference in your career – start here,” the company offers a competitive benefits package that includes weekly pay; vacation & holiday pay; group health, dental, & life insurance; short- & long-term disability insurance; a 401(k) savings plan; & meal discounts.
“We’re ready for them,” said Hearne Mayor Ruben Gomez, who has been involved in discussions with Love’s.  “The City of Hearne & its sales tax boards have planned for this day by improving the infrastructure along a couple of mile stretch of TX6 in anticipation of Love’s coming to town as well as to serve the needs of Hearne’s other new & existing businesses along this busy highway.”
Dubbed the “Crossroads of Texas” since three central Texas highways (TX6, US79, & US190) & several Union Pacific railroad lines converge in town, Love’s became interested in Hearne due to the city’s convenient geographic location & the large numbers of vehicles which pass through this town of 4,690 each day.  The most recent TxDOT traffic counts show 18,900 vehicles a day currently traveling TX6/US79 past Love’s soon-to-be-built Hearne location.  These numbers are expected to almost double to 36,990 vehicles a day by the year 2027.  To see TxDOT’s latest Hearne traffic counts, go to www.hearnetexas.info/HearneTraffic2008.pdf. 
Love’s says that 60% of its customers travel in passenger vehicles.  TxDOT says that 27.5% of the vehicles on the highway near the new location are trucks.  So, this intersection is a prime spot for Love’s, which fifteen months, a couple of different site locations, several traffic studies, & several site plans ago began discussing with local officials the possibility of setting-up shop in Hearne.  

TxDOT has already approved the installation of a traffic control signal light & other changes at FM485’s intersection with TX6/US79.  Working closely with TxDOT officials, Love’s is funding the $350,000 cost of improving this intersection.  

When this intersection is finished, all trucks should enter the new Love’s via FM485.  Most passenger vehicles will enter via TX6/US79.  Both the City of Hearne & Robertson County have asked TxDOT to lower the speed limits for vehicles approaching town from the TX6/US79 interchange north of town.
To make way for Hearne’s new Love’s Travel Stop & Country Store, two old & closed, jointly-owned, side-by-side hotels – the 72-room Brazos Valley Inn & the 60-room Executive Inn – will soon be bulldozed.  So will the several month old Cactus Café (which is in a leased building on hotel-owned property).  View the existing site plan, View the proposed Love’s site plan
Three existing chain hotels remain near Love’s soon-to-be-built location on combined TX6/US79 on the north side of town – Hearne’s new 64-room Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Hearne’s new 53-room Budgetel Inn & Suites, as well as Hearne’s 116-room Oak Tree Inn.  Hearne’s 30-room Western Motel is located on combined US79/US190 on the west side of town.  

Even after the closure of its Brazos Valley & Executive Inns, Hearne has more hotel guest rooms (261) that generate more monthly hotel receipts than any other small town in this area of central Texas. 
About Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores

Founded in 1964 by Tom Love, Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores is headquartered in Oklahoma City, Okla., & remains family owned & operated. With more than 220 locations in more than 30 states, Love’s current growth rate is approximately 15 stores per year. Love’s is currently ranked No. 15 on Forbes Magazine’s annual list of America’s largest private companies. From the first fueling station in Watonga, Okla., the Love’s commitment has remained the same: “Clean Places, Friendly Faces.”
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