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Hearne Mayor Ruben Gomez & St. Joseph's Al Hurley sign letter

EXPANDED ST. JOSEPH FAMILY HEALTH CARE CLINIC & EXTENDED HOURS EXPRESS CARE FACILITY IN THE WORKS FOR HEARNE

For the past couple of years, City of Hearne officials have been trying to bring enhanced health care opportunities to Hearne.  These efforts began before President Obama took office & before Hearne’s DaVita Kidney Dialysis Clinic even decided to come to town.
Hearne’s pipe dream has been to get a local hospital to open certain types of new & improved health care facilities in Hearne.  The sought-after facilities are along the lines of the new St. Joseph Level IV Trauma Center (24-hour emergency care) on TX6 in south College Station & its next door neighbor St. Joseph Express (extended hours walk-in clinic).  
No longer just wishful thinking, these dreams recently moved one step closer to reality. 

On Friday, April 30, 2010, Hearne Mayor Ruben Gomez & the St. Joseph Health System jointly signed a letter indicating that the two entities are in active negotiations to bring an expanded family health clinic & express care facility with extended hours to Hearne. 
The envisioned St. Joseph’s facility will be a modern, fully accredited clinic staffed by health professionals.  Rather than being in a residential neighborhood (as Hearne’s St. Joseph’s Clinic now is), it will be located on a very convenient, high visibility site.  In addition to medical care, the clinic will offer enhanced imaging & diagnostic services.  

“Quite a while ago, Hearne Economic Development created a proposal to bring a level IV trauma center to Hearne,” Gomez reported.  “When St. Joseph’s got our proposal, they immediately called to set-up a meeting.  We’ve been meeting with them regularly ever since.  We’re now looking at sites.”

“While Hearne won’t have a trauma center from the get-go, our discussions with St. Joseph’s have not ruled out the potential for one in the future,” said Gomez.  “Hearne’s new facility will include ambulance bays, a heliport, & enough space to accommodate an emergency room at some point.” 
St. Joseph Health System, based in Bryan, operates three rural hospitals & eight rural health clinics in the region, including the current St. Joseph Hearne Family Medical Center. The system also operates two walk-in medical clinics, known as St. Joseph Express, in Bryan & College Station. 

“Robertson County Judge Jan Roe has been involved in our meetings along with representatives from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) & the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA),” said Gomez.

USDA has a grant/loan program that could qualify a new Hearne medical facility for upwards of 55% in federal grant funding.  USDA would finance the balance (to be repaid by St. Joseph’s) at a low interest rate over a long period of time.  TDA has a 100% grant program to fund the running of infrastructure to the new facility.

With Calvert only an eight-mile drive away from Hearne on soon-to-be interstate-comparable TX6, Mayor Gomez & other Hearne officials believe a new health facility will attract people from Hearne, Calvert, & the immediately surrounding areas of Robertson as well as Milam counties.  Hearne’s DaVita Kidney Dialysis Center is already serving as a magnet for patients from these same local areas.

“We’ve set an end of summer deadline to finalize our discussions,” Mayor Gomez added.
