CITY OF HEARNE AWARDED COVETED “PRESERVE AMERICA” STATUS
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Fort Worth, TX - In a glittering luncheon held in the Grand Crystal Ballroom of Fort Worth’s Radisson Plaza Hotel, Mrs. Anita Perry, First Lady of Texas, conveyed Preserve America community status on the City of Hearne.  Cathy Lazarus, chair of the Robertson County Historical Commission, accepted the award on Hearne’s behalf.  The presentation was made as part of the Texas Historical Commission’s annual Texas Historic Preservation Conference.





Preserve America (www.preserveamerica.gov) is a White House initiative developed in cooperation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the U.S. Department of the Interior to preserve our national heritage.  Of the fifteen Texas communities receiving Preserve America Community Status designation this year, Hearne is the only Brazos Valley community on the list.  The closest other 2004 recipient is Milam County.





“Hearne is working hard to preserve its heritage and celebrate the diversity of its citizens,” says Lazarus.  “Hearne’s historic arrow-shaped depot (www.hearnedepot.info) was destined for demolition until it was moved across the street from where it sat for 100 years.  It is now being restored.  The Camp Hearne World War II Prisoner of War Camp (www.camphearne.info) is being preserved.  Efforts are being made to restore some of downtown Hearne’s historic commercial buildings as well as several vintage neon signs.”





According to Lazarus, “Hearne’s history doesn’t stop there.  Our city hall, swimming pool, and clubhouse were built in the 1940s by the WPA.  Hearne’s old Blackshear School was funded by the Rosenwald Foundation, which built many African American schools around the country.  If you drive through the Brazos River bottom, you’ll see roads named for Italian families who settled and still work these fertile farmlands.”





A committed group of local organizations, businesses, and individuals is working hard to promote Hearne and send forth positive messages that Hearne is a good place to live, work, and visit.  A splashy new website at www.hearnetexas.info, colorful billboards, bumper stickers, and signs promote Hearne and much of what it has to offer.  Over 1,000 different documents relating to Robertson County history and genealogy are also online at www.robertsoncounty.info.





Friday’s Preserve America designation status is not the only major recognition Hearne has recently received.  Last month, Hearne’s September 25th Crossroads Music Festival was awarded first-round Texas Yes! matching funding, making Hearne eligible to receive up to $13,625 in matching funds to promote this year’s event.  Texas Yes! is part of the Texas Department of Agriculture’s Hometown Stars (Supporting Tourism and Rural Success) program.





“Hearne comes together as a community every year to celebrate Cinco de Mayo and Juneteenth,” adds Lazarus.  “We’ve got lots of other stuff going on too, from the annual Robertson County Fair in March, to the monthly rocket launches and bi-annual Jets Over Texas model airplane rally at the Hearne Municipal Airport (www.hearneairport.info), to each fall’s Glover Rodeo.  This November, Hearne is even hosting a week-long visit of the Artrain.  This Native American art exhibit on rails should be fun for kids of all ages.”





“We’re hoping that today’s awarding of the Preserve America status will encourage people to Spend Some Time in 77859 and discover for themselves just how much Hearne has to offer,” Lazarus concluded.
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