C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The September 7, 2005
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
An historic photograph display is starting to take shape at the Hearne Chamber of Commerce thanks to the efforts of James Starkey, Pastor Kenneth Byrd, Marvelyn Mathis Cotropia, yours truly, and others.  A collection of forty plus photographs of Hearne’s commercial, school, and church buildings from the late 1940s is in the process of being digitized, placed online, and framed.
These 1940s photographs complement twenty or so much older photographs of downtown Hearne from the McCarver Collection which Cathy Lazarus has stored at Wilson United Drug Company.  Reverend Larry Blackmon dropped off photos of the old high school and some of Hearne’s old homes.  Other folks have donated old photos, old city reports, and old newspapers containing old pictures of Hearne’s significant buildings.
The plan is to create a “Then” and “Now” exhibit in which old photos will be presented next to newer photos taken from the same vantage points.  Viewers can then compare and contrast.  This exercise might even lead to a calendar or a coffee table book.
If you or someone you know has photos of old Hearne commercial buildings, churches, homes, streets, bridges, school buildings, civic and railroad structures, these items can be donated to the chamber for safe keeping (this is what Roy Larkin Henry did with old photos he had).  Should you wish to keep these old photos in your personal collection, bring them by, let us scan them and place them in the chamber photo archive, then you can take them back home.
While old photographs are a great way to chronicle local history, so are old school yearbooks.  It has recently been discovered that the Smith-Welch Memorial Library and the Hearne High School Library do not have many old Blackshear or Hearne school yearbooks in their collections.  Indeed, copies of these old school annuals appear to be few and far between.
The Blackshear and Hearne Yearbook Campaign seeks to assemble a complete set of old yearbooks for safekeeping in a convenient location.  If you've got some yearbooks from your school years, those of your parents, aunts & uncles, grandparents, and children stashed away on a bookshelf, in the attic, or sitting at the bottom of a closet, dig them out and share their information with others.
People with copies of old Blackshear or Hearne yearbooks are urged to donate them to the chamber.  Should you have one of these works but don't want to part with it, would you be willing to copy the class roster portion or allow someone else to copy these pages and return the book to you?  Your generosity will allow this book's information to be shared with countless others.
Yearbooks memorialize school years and allow former students to stroll down memory lane.  These books preserve treasure troves of valuable historical and genealogical information.
Family history researchers often use cemeteries as primary research tools.  Hearne’s Norwood Cemetery and St. Mary’s Cemetery have both been inventoried by volunteers in recent years.  Hearne’s Greater Riverside Cemetery and St. Jose Cemetery, however, still need to be inventoried.  Lists containing most recent burials need to be placed online.
Glen Mack recently provided a handwritten list of the names of people who are buried at the Greater Riverside Cemetery.  This list is being placed online.  Much more, however, needs to be done.  Birth and death dates, family, marriage, military service, and other information needs to be added.
During the dead of winter, when summer’s heat, fire ants, poison ivy, snakes, chiggers, and bull-nettles are gone, a group of volunteers is needed to inventory both the Greater Riverside Cemetery and St. Jose Cemetery.  With existing burial lists in hand, volunteers will need to walk these cemeteries and compare what’s recorded on the lists with what appears on tombstones and other markers.  Updated burial lists will then be placed online at www.robertsoncounty.info.
Participating in a cemetery inventory helps preserve important information about ancestors & others that may be lost forever to the ages, provides a wonderful opportunity for family members and others to share their history, provides tangible results when the fruits of your labors are posted online, gives you and others an opportunity to breathe some fresh air, get a little exercise, and enjoy an outing on a nice day in Robertson County.

