C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The September 27, 2006
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
The Brazos Valley Community Action Agency (BVCAA) administers the federal Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) for Low Income Persons in Robertson County.  This program’s goal is to reduce the energy cost burden of low-income households through energy efficiency.

WAP is designed to promote energy efficiency in the residences of low income Texans. This program provides for energy related improvements to homes and educates consumers about energy conservation. 
Twice a month, BVCAA counselors are at Hearne City Hall to meet with potential WAP participants.  Basic information about this program is provided below along with weatherization tips.  To schedule an appointment or obtain additional information, contact BVCAA’s Weatherization Program at 979.779.1708.

WAP provides assistance to individual Texans and does not provide assistance to businesses.  Eligible activities under the WAP include an energy audit of a qualifying residence.  This will include a review of your home's energy efficiency, which identifies where air leaks may be occurring, inefficient appliances, etc.  IF you qualify to participate, WAP may fund installation of weatherization measures to increase the energy efficiency of your home.

WAP is not available to everyone.  It is a program limited to low-income households.  To be able to participate in the WAP, households must be at or below 125 of federal poverty guidelines.  In addition, the residential structure must be able to benefit from being weatherized. 

Once basic eligibility requirements are met, priority is then given to: (1) Families at or below 125% of the federal poverty guideline.  This is roughly equivalent to extremely low- to very low-income households (0-60 percent of the area median family income); (2) Households with small children (under the age of 6); (3) Households with the highest energy cost and lowest income; (4) Households with an elderly resident; and (5) Households with a disabled resident. 

These are priority groups but other low income households may be eligible. 
WAP is NOT an "entitlement" program.  This means that you must apply for the assistance, the assistance is not limitless (there are caps for individual assistance), and the assistance is determined on a case by case basis.

If you feel you meet the above qualifications, contact BVCAA at the phone number above to schedule an in-take interview next time BVCAA energy representatives are scheduling appointments at Hearne City Hall.  

Whether you qualify for WAP or not, the following Weatherization Tips may help any household reduce home utility bills:

Install storm windows, or add caulking or sealant to existing windows to reduce the infiltration of cold air in the winter and warm air in the summer.
Close drapes or blinds and lock windows to ensure a tight seal.

Weather-strip the perimeter of exterior doors.

Install insulation in your attic, walls (where accessible), and floors.

Set water heater to 120 degrees and add an insulation blanket to the unit (check the manufacturer's label for important information).

Add insulation to water pipes.

Install low flow shower heads and faucet aerators.

Use conservation showerheads to eliminate hot water waste.

Install dampers in chimneys.
Replace filters in heating and cooling systems on a monthly basis.

Check the direction of ceiling fans: in the winter, set fans to move air downward counterclockwise); in the summer, set fans to move air upward (clockwise).
Close the damper on fireplaces (when not in use) or add glass doors.

Remove furniture and carpeting from heater vents to ensure proper circulation.

Adjust the thermostat to slightly lower temperatures in the winter and slightly higher temperatures in the summer when your family is sleeping or away from the home.

Replace old appliances with new energy efficient models. Look for the EnergyStar label.

Install Compact Florescent Light (CFL) bulbs.
According to the U.S. Department of Energy, some people who have weatherized their homes have saved an average of $300 in annual utility costs while adding an estimated $1,000 to the value of their home.
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