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The featured entertainers who will be appearing at the September 24 Crossroads Music Festival at the Robertson County Fairgrounds in Hearne will be Gary Allan, Kevin Fowler, and Billy Joe Shaver.  Even though this increasingly popular event is a little shy of a month away, the buzz throughout central Texas is that Hearne is the place to be on Saturday, September 24.
Gary Allan is one of Nashville’s best-kept secrets.  His new hit single “The Best I Ever Had” tugs as the heartstrings.  This song comes on the heels of Allan’s aching torch ballad “Tough Little Boys” and “Songs About Rain.”  While Allan’s songs “See If I Care” and “Nothing On But The Radio” reveal more of this talented singer’s gentler side, the rough edges are still there in his rowdy “Drinkin’ Dark Whiskey” and the Tex-Mex accordion strains of “Guys Like Me.”
Kevin Fowler has a hard country, honky tonk sound that appeals to ordinary folks.  His latest single, “Hard Man To Love”, has made him a white hot commodity in the country music world.  According to Fowler, “I make music for your working-class country fans.  Pick-up driving, Wrangler wearing, everyday working folks like me.”  Kevin’s toe-tapping, boot-scooting sounds are driving audiences crazy.  He’s packing houses with cowboys and cowgirls wherever he goes.
Billy Joe Shaver and his back-up band Diamondback Texas will kick-off this year’s 
festival.  According to Rolling Stone magazine, "Shaver shows he’s got the goods to make soulful country music with a rock edge.”  Another reviewer says, “Billy Joe Shaver songs are the real-est of real deals. They don't mince words, and they don't sugarcoat the truth. Funny or melancholy, celebratory or mournful, Shaver's songs zero in on the heart of the matter.”
General admission tickets are $20.  Avoid the last minute rush and buy your tickets early at the following locations: Hearne Chamber of Commerce, Derek Scott’s Auto Park, Hearne Chiropractic Clinic, Edwards Jones, Lockhart’s Furniture & Appliance, Shear’s Liquor, TeJo’s Drive In, Cunningham Real Estate, Brookshire Brothers, AMA’s restaurants in Hearne & Franklin, Coal Mine restaurant in Bremond, Rockdale Signs, Cavender’s Boot City in College Station, Temple, & Waco.
The music festival is expected to draws thousands of folks to Hearne in the evening on September 24.  If 50 or more teams compete in the Crossroads BBQ Cook-Off Championship during the day, this International BBQ Cookers Association (IBCA) sanctioned contest will become a state qualifying event.  BBQ teams from throughout central Texas are expected to start arriving on Thursday and will likely stay in town all weekend.
The brisket division is being sponsored by Fluharty Farms.  Sanderson Farms is sponsoring the chicken division.  A sponsor is still needed for the ribs division.  
If you and some buddies or office colleagues want to compete in this year’s BBQ Cook-Off, call or drop by the Hearne Chamber of Commerce as soon as possible to fill out an entry form to reserve your team’s spot.  The entry fee for one or all meat categories is $125 per team.
Hundreds of local folks are needed to serve as judges for the various competitions of this BBQ event.  Come out, join the fun, and eat some free food!  If you like BBQ (and who doesn’t), call the Hearne Chamber of Commerce at 979.279.2351 to sign-up to judge your favorite meat or other categories.
Judging will be done at Fairman’s Hall at the following times: beans at 11 AM; chicken at noon; ribs at 1:30 PM; brisket at 3 PM; & cobbler at 4 PM. 

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce. 
