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High utility bills are a hot discussion topic all over town.  Mayor Gomez is hosting a town hall meeting in the near future to discuss energy-related concerns with Hearne residents.


The energy bill just passed by the U.S. Congress and signed into law by President Bush provides a variety of energy-related tax incentives for businesses and residents.  These new measures, however, provide limited relief and don’t take effect until 2006.  


In the meantime, consumers may need to explore ways to save money on utility bills.  The Consumer Federation of America, a non-profit public interest group, offers 10 simple ways for folks to cut home energy costs.  Here they are:
Simple Maintenance
1. Check air conditioner, furnace, or heat pump filters once a month and replace them regularly. A dirty air filter can increase your energy costs and lead to early equipment failure. 

2. Get your heating and cooling systems checked once a year. A licensed professional will make sure that each is operating efficiently and safely. Checkups can identify problems early. 

Seal Unwanted Air Leaks In Your Home
3. Install your storm windows in the winter, if you have them. Add them if you don't have insulated windows. Or, if you're looking for replacement windows, choose ones that have earned the ENERGY STAR, the government's symbol for energy efficiency.

4. Caulk and weather-strip all leaky windows, baseboards and doors. 

5. Caulk and weather proof all exterior openings for plumbing, and electrical service and look for other openings that need to be sealed.

6. Make sure all attic vents and ducts are properly sealed. Sealing your ducts can save up to $140 annually on energy bills and help you consistently heat and cool every room.

7. Check your attic and all accessible exterior walls in your basement or unfinished rooms to make sure they are well insulated. 

Smart Purchases That Save Money
8. Install a programmable thermostat--a system that automatically adjusts to different temperature programs to meet your comfort needs efficiently during different times of the day or week. A programmable thermostat can save you $100 a year when programmed and used properly.

9. Replace traditional light bulbs and fixtures with compact fluorescents. They cost a bit more, but they use two-thirds less energy and can last up to ten times longer than incandescents. They are especially good in high use areas like the kitchen or hard to reach fixtures.

10. Look for ENERGY STAR qualified products and appliances for your home. Products that have earned the ENERGY STAR meet strict energy efficiency criteria set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Department of Energy. They use less energy, help prevent air pollution and reduce energy costs in your home. 

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

