C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The July 6, 2005 

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

“History Detectives”, the popular nationally-broadcast PBS television series, will air an episode on the Camp Hearne WWII Prisoner Of War Camp on KAMU-TV at 8PM on Monday, July 11.  Should you miss Monday’s 8PM show, it will repeat three times on KAMU-TV in the early morning hours of Tuesday, July 12, at 1AM, 3AM, and 4AM.

KAMU-TV is channel 4 on Cox Cable’s line-up in Hearne.  Check local listings if you have satellite or are with another cable television provider.

While quite a few local sites are expected to appear in Monday’s broadcast, folks should be on the look-out for several Robertson County men who volunteered their services to help the crew film a shadowy re-enactment of the murder of German prisoner Hugo Krauss.  Watch closely to see if you recognize the likenesses or silhouettes of Dr. Marc Catalina, Brad Ely, Christopher Catalina, Joe David Scarpinato, Craig Miller, and Chad Baldwin.  
James Shear ripped-up old 1 x 4s and hammered nails into them to create the murder weapon props.  Wearing white tee-shirts and khakis and braving the air of a cold January evening, the above volunteers worked late into the night doing takes and re-takes of scenes of a murderous mob rounding a shadowy corner of the Blackshear barracks and entering the building.

Blackshear Elementary gave its permission for the PBS crew to film around the two Camp Hearne barracks that are still being used by the school.  Before filming began, the Hearne Police Department was notified not to be alarmed if someone reported a bunch of guys carrying clubs and running around in the shadows at Blackshear Elementary.   

The 20-minute segment on Camp Hearne is titled “Pro-Nazi Newspaper in Texas.”  The History Detectives website promotes the upcoming Hearne episode as follows:

“The Detective: Gwen Wright.  The Place: Hearne, Texas.  The Case: A resident of Hearne, Texas recently heard rumors that a German POW camp was based in her town during World War II.  A tiny printing block from a Pro-Nazi newspaper, discovered by a Texas A&M archaeologist, just may hold the key to this mystery.”

“History Detectives heads to Texas to learn more about the history of POW camps in this country and reveal a hidden episode of wartime Nazism inside the United States.”

A PBS television crew based out of New York City spent a week in Hearne in late January filming the Camp Hearne episode.  Like the prisoners at the Camp Hearne WWII Prisoner Of War Camp that the program will feature, information about the storyline of the PBS program is closely guarded.

According to the PBS website, History Detectives is devoted to solving historical mysteries, searching out the true facts (and falsehoods) behind local folklore, family legends, and interesting objects.  The program consists of 12 episodes, with each episode exploring three intriguing stories.  The Camp Hearne story is one of 36 segments the nationally-broadcast History Detectives will feature in its third season which began airing a couple of weeks ago.

5,000+ prisoners, many of them from General Rommel's Afrika Korps, were housed at Camp Hearne from 1942 – 1946.  While the camp was dismantled and the buildings were removed shortly after war’s end, the site has not been developed and has remained virtually untouched for the past 60 years.
Roll Call:  Friends Of Camp Hearne, a local non-profit organization, is working to preserve the camp and build a roadside park with a visitors center.

“We are delighted History Detectives is featuring Camp Hearne,” says Cathy Lazarus, chair of Roll Call:  Friends Of Camp Hearne.  “PBS is just scratching the surface on all the information that is available.  Lots more is online at www.camphearne.info.”

Texas A&M University Anthropology professor Dr. Michael Waters has written a new book entitled Lone Star Stalag: German Prisoners Of War At Camp Hearne.  Published by Texas A&M University Press, this book provides fascinating insights into day-to-day camp activities as well as the extra-ordinary events which took place there, like the bludgeoning and murder of German prisoner Hugo Krauss at the hands of Nazi prisoners.

Dr. Waters presented his Camp Hearne findings at an issues forum at the George Bush Presidential Library and Museum Orientation Center on the Texas A&M Campus January 25.  Information about Waters’ book and speech found its way to PBS’s History Detectives staff.  They were intrigued to learn about Hearne’s at-home contribution to the war effort abroad.  

The PBS crew interviewed Dr. Waters and visited his Texas A&M lab to look at the Camp Hearne artifacts he has collected.  They also interviewed Texas A&M History professor Dr. Arnold Krammer, whose book, Nazi Prisoners Of War In America, initially sparked Dr Waters’ interest in the camp.  Krammer’s interview was shot at the Hearne Chamber of Commerce office in front of the Camp Hearne model.
Film footage was also shot at the Camp Hearne site on FM 485 just outside of Hearne.  Articles from the 1940s which appeared in the Hearne Democrat, the local weekly newspaper, are being used to help tell PBS’s Camp Hearne story.  Special arrangements were made for the PBS crew to film someone looking at microfilms of the Hearne Democrat at the Carnegie Center For Brazos Valley History in Bryan.
Watch KAMU-TV or another PBS station on Monday, July 11 at 8 PM to view the Camp Hearne episode.
All current and prospective members of the Hearne Chamber of Commerce are invited to attend an open house and mixer on Friday, July 8, 2005, from noon until 2PM.  Come help celebrate the grand re-opening of the chamber building at 304 South Market Street.  This building houses the Hearne Chamber of Commerce and Hearne Economic Development offices.  


The official ribbon cutting with Congressman Chet Edwards will be at high noon.  Enjoy BBQ, soft drinks, music, & more!  For additional information, call the chamber at 979.279.2351.
Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
