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Mark your calendars and plan to participate in the Hearne version of National Night Out (NNO).  NNO events are scheduled in thousands of cities and towns all over the United States (including Hearne) on Tuesday, August 2.  

Hearne’s August 2 event will be held in the early evening hours at Eastside Park.  It will feature free food from local restaurants, free bicycle ID marking, free fingerprinting for the kids, and lots of camaraderie among neighbors from all over town.  Launching a Hearne-based neighborhood crime watch program also will be part of the festivities.

The Hearne Chamber of Commerce is proud to co-sponsor this event with the City of Hearne and the Hearne Police Department.
Speaking of joint efforts.  

The City of Hearne, Robertson County, and Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board are teaming up to fix a local problem.  As most folks know, Robertson County Commissioners Marie Abraham and Jim Davis recently worked together to put two new culverts, a brand new cement bridge, and a new rock surface at different places on Crennan Lane.  This lane, which was badly damaged in last May’s floods, is partially in the Hearne city limits and partially in the county’s jurisdiction.

Additional work needs to be done to complete this project.  Joining together, the city, the county, and 4A are moving forward with plans to pave or chip-seal Crennan Lane west from Colorado Street all the way to the airport entrance.  This work will hopefully be finished by the end of the summer.  

The entire distance to be paved is roughly 1 ½ miles.  Doing this will greatly improve the road that is the most direct route to the Hearne Municipal Airport from town.  It will also considerably improve a major (now dusty) street which runs through the northwest side of town.

If this project proves successful, the city, the county, and 4A will likely consider working together to pave Airport Road from FM 485 to the intersection with Crennan Lane at the airport entrance.

Still more on the working together front.  

The city’s old boom shredder has only been functioning sporadically.  When it does work, it usually overheats after an hour or so of use.  Time will tell whether a recent effort to repair this machinery will prove successful.

The city and Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards are teaming up to purchase a badly needed tractor and boom shredder to mow local rights-of-ways.  Normal shredders, which are pulled behind tractors, can’t reach much of the vegetation on some of Hearne’s steeply inclined rights-of-ways.  A boom or reach shredder is attached to a moveable hydraulic arm on a tractor that can reach 20+ feet to access hard-to-get vegetation.

Major local rights-of-ways in need of some attention include:  (1) the narrow strip of land that runs between TX 6 / US 79 and the railroad tracks from the Old Franklin Highway to the FM 485 intersection north of town; (2) the drainage ditch on US 79 / US 190 that runs alongside GATX to the west of town; (3) the drainage ditch on TX 6 / US 79 / US 190 between Daniel Lehoski’s gas station and the railroad overpass at the south of town; (4) the drainage ditch along Railroad Street from South Alamo Street across from Shear’s Liquor west almost to the Little Brazos River.

Keep an eye on the highway and railroad right-of-way across from the Oak Tree Inn at the north end of town.  As soon as the new tractor and boom shredder arrive, they and a city worker will be dispatched to thoroughly clean this high visibility area.

Laborers attempted to clean this area by hand earlier this year.  Getting down on their knees to roll-up vegetation while a chain saw cut it off proved too much of a challenge for human hands.  It was decided that a boom shredder could more effectively deal with the thick vines, poison ivy, snakes, and other varmints at the scene.  Since trees, scrub brush, crossties, railroad spikes, and other major debris have already been removed from this area, the boom shredder’s job should prove much easier. 
As the September 24 Crossroads Music Festival and the Crossroads Championship BBQ Cook-Off quickly approach, a large group of volunteers will be needed to help with various tasks.  Several hundred volunteers will be needed to eat free food and serve as judges at the BBQ event alone.  Other folks will be needed to help at the festival and with preparations for both events.  Call 979.279.2351 today if you wish to volunteer your services.  Or, go to www.crossroadstx.info and view information online.
Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
