C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The June 29, 2005 

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

Attention all current and prospective members of the Hearne Chamber of Commerce!

You are invited to attend an open house and mixer on Friday, July 8, 2005, from noon until 2 PM.  Come help celebrate the grand re-opening of the chamber building at 304 South Market Street.  This building houses the Hearne Chamber of Commerce and Hearne Economic Development offices.  

The official ribbon cutting with Congressman Chet Edwards will be at high noon.  Enjoy BBQ, soft drinks, music, & more!  For additional information, call the chamber at 979.279.2351.

The Hearne Chamber of Commerce’s annual membership renewal and new member packets were mailed this week.  They are going out late this year due to building remodeling activities.


The Hearne Chamber is a voluntary organization of businesses and individuals who wish to assist with local community development and promotion activities.  Any individual or organization interested in working together with others to help improve Hearne’s economic, civic, and cultural well-being is welcome to join.  

Chamber dues are $80 for businesses with 10 or fewer employees, $175 for businesses with 11 – 19 employees, and $350 for businesses with 20 or more employees.


You don’t have to own a business to join the chamber.  Annual dues for individuals 65 and older are $25; dues for individuals under 65 are $35.


If you are interested in joining the Hearne Chamber, go to www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on “Chamber Membership Application.”   Or, call the chamber at 979.279.2351. 

The Hearne Chamber of Commerce presented its 2004 - 2005 activities report at the June 27 Hearne City Council meeting.  This report covers activities over the period July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005.  It also identifies a variety of Hearne tourism-related challenges and opportunities.  


Highlights of this report follow.  The full report is online at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on “2005 Chamber Tourism Report” in the top left-hand corner.

It has been a busy year for the chamber.  The biggest single accomplishment has been the remodeling of the building which houses the chamber & economic development offices.  With building renovations almost complete, planning in now underway for the September 24 Crossroads Championship BBQ Cook-Off & Crossroads Music Festival.


Earlier this year, the chamber worked closely with the nationally broadcast PBS “History Detectives” program in its filming of a special 20-minute episode on Camp Hearne (expected to air later this year).  

The chamber has been helping the Brazos Valley Museum create an exhibit on Camp Hearne which will be displayed in Bryan from October 1, 2005 – May 31, 2006.  The displays from this exhibit will be brought to Hearne and will be permanently housed in the reception room at the chamber.


The chamber and economic office has spearheaded efforts to make Hearne more attractive by cleaning-up high visibility railroad & highway rights-of-ways.  A community-wide effort is being made that includes funding from Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Keep Hearne Beautiful, companies which maintain and operate pipelines, electrical & communications lines, and fiber optic lines through Hearne.  The “Better Hearne Project” was created to serve as the clearinghouse for local clean-up activities.


Working with Texas A&M professors and graduate students, the chamber is helping develop a heritage tourism plan which incorporates the depot, Camp Hearne, downtown commercial buildings, and historic residences.  

To move this process forward, the chamber requests that a joint heritage tourism workshop be scheduled in the near future with members of the Hearne City Council, Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board, Hearne 4B Sales Tax Board, Hearne Depot Museum Board, and Roll Call: Friends Of Camp Hearne Board.


Texas A&M representatives have also recently created the core elements of a clickable, interactive Hearne map in ArcGIS format.  When the inputting of data on this sophisticated mapping program is complete, online visitors will be able to tour historic sites of interest, click on available commercial properties to view photos and statistics, view traffic patterns on local highways, and use these maps for a variety of other purposes.


The chamber continues to respond to the myriad of phone calls, faxes, walk-ins, e-mails, & letters that it receives on a daily basis.  Countless referrals are routinely made to businesses that are Hearne Chamber of Commerce members.  

The chamber website at www.hearnetexas.info and the new telephone information hotline at 979.280.5500 dispense tourism & economic development information about Hearne 24/7.  Bumper stickers, billboards, highway banners, table tents, & tear off take-one ads promote the website, telephone hotline, special events, & local places to stay.


Among its many activities, the chamber places U.S. flags throughout downtown on holidays & hosts the annual Christmas parade. 

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

