C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The May 31, 2006
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
I recently sat down with Robert Cochrane and William Necessary, local Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) officials, to discuss road building and resurfacing plans around Hearne.  This discussion was prompted, in part, by the orange highway construction signs which seem to be cropping up on roads all around Hearne.  
Lots of TxDOT road building and road maintenance projects are already underway or will soon be coming our way.  Here are some of the details.

Land acquisition is complete, properties have been cleared, fence rows have been set back, some culverts are in place, roadways are taking shape, and construction is well underway on the TX6 widening from Calvert (Willis Street) to FM 46 in Falls County.  The existing two-lane roadway is being widened to four-lanes.  A center grassy median will separate each direction of traffic.  When finished, this section of TX6 will look much like the four-lane by-pass around Marlin.

About half a mile before the city limits when coming into Calvert from the north, the road will narrow from four-lanes with a grassy median to four-lanes with no median.  At the south end of Calvert, renovated TX6 will be five-lanes (two opposing lanes of traffic with a center turning lane) from FM 1644 to just south of the Calvert Livestock Commission.  At this point, the road will turn into a four-lane highway with a grassy median.

TxDOT is taking steps to widen the existing two-lane TX6 roadway between the US79 interchange north of Hearne and FM1644 in Calvert.  A four-lane highway with a center grassy median will be built.  Land acquisition is well underway.  At least one fence row has already been set back.  Utility poles are being relocated.

On combined US79/US190 west of Hearne, a new four-lane bridge over the Little Brazos River was originally planned.  Budget constraints, however, have resulted in downsizing this new bridge to two-lanes.  This bridge will be built in the area between the existing highway bridge and the Union Pacific railroad tracks.  When the new bridge is complete, the old bridge will be torn down.  

In recent months, folks may have noticed the stakes and paint marks on both sides of FM485 from the TX6/US79 intersection in Hearne to the Big Brazos River bridge.  TxDOT plans to rebuild this road and place three-foot wide shoulders on both sides of it all the way to the Big Brazos River.  

The buckled pavement at both approaches to the Little Brazos River bridge on FM485 will be smoothed out and resurfaced.  No new bridge, however, will be constructed over the Little Brazos River on FM485.  Since TxDOT plans to widen FM485 within its existing right-of-way, no land acquisition is needed.

            Some readers may be asking:  “What about combined TX6/US190 south of town heading towards Bryan/College Station?”  

There are no plans at the present time to widen this road from two- to four- or five-lanes.  TxDOT will soon resurface an eleven-mile stretch of TX6/US190 from the overpass south of town to just south of the railroad overpass near Benchley.  

Major improvements will be made to the bridge over Campbell’s Creek near Benchley.  This bridge will be widened to include full width shoulders and a flush median.  This bridge widening will allow for possible future road widening in this area.  

Five local roads are scheduled to be outfitted with left-turn lanes as safety projects.  New left turn lanes will be installed at the following locations:

1. FM485 & Zane Wallace Road west of Hearne (this turning lane will be begin to taper just south of Fairgrounds Road on FM486 and will widen to a full left turn lane at both Airport Road & Zane Wallace Road);

2. US79 & Mud Creek Road east of Hearne;

3. US79 & FM1644 west of Hearne (between Valley Junction overpass and Big Brazos River);

4. FM46 and FM391 in Wheelock; &

5. US79 and Cook’s Lane west of Franklin.

One farm-to-market road (FM1644) will be reconstructed a distance of two miles from its intersection with FM485 north to the Goodland Farms grain elevator.  This finished roadway will be slightly wider (24-foot) than the existing roadway.

Two local farm-to-market roads have already been chip seal resurfaced and re-striped with paint.  These include:

1. A three-mile piece of FM1644 (in the Brazos Bottom between US79/US190 & FM485); &

2. A six-mile piece of FM2549 (between FM391 in Blackjack & TX6/US190).

Three other local farm-to-market roads are slated to receive chip seal resurfacing and fresh paint striping in the very near future.  These include:

1. A six-mile stretch of FM50 (in the Brazos Bottom between US79/US190 & Ottea Road);

2. A three-mile portion of FM1644 (in the Brazos Bottom between FM485 & Calvert near Providence Baptist Church); &

3. A four-mile stretch of FM391 (between Cedar Street in Hearne & FM2549 in Blackjack).

As the signs along many of these roadways proclaim, be aware of the presence of loose gravel, pass with care, and realize that traffic fines double when workers are present. 

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.

            Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or Robertson County Democratic Party.

