C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The May 3, 2006
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
The lot next door to the chamber building which faces TX 6 / US 79 at 308 South Market Street tells the story of what a difference a clean-up can make in our community.  The accompanying photo shows what this area looked like three years ago.  Junked vehicles, parts of vehicles, and other debris were all over the place.  Weeds were head high.  Rats, mice, and poison ivy were everywhere.  Just drive past this area now to view the difference.

 

Mary Jane Mathews started the clean-up process when she took over the funeral home after her husband Jack died.  Ronnie and Paula Ritter have continued cleaning-up since they bought Heartfield-Ritter Funeral home.  Over the past year or so, the Hearne Chamber of Commerce has adopted this area and is preparing it to become the chamber and economic development building’s parking lot.

 

The side of the chamber building has recently been outfitted with metal and rough cedar trellis work.  These are actually galvanized metal horse panels turned on their sides and affixed to the building with wooden strips.  Wisteria vines are creeping their way in multiple directions.  These green vines and leaves will soon cover much of the side of the building.  Come next Spring, clusters of blue (not purple) Wisteria blossoms should blossom on the side of this once drab building.  Bright red geraniums fill two rough cedar window boxes on both sides of the building.  Several yellow climbing roses have also been planted near the alley.

 

Keep an eye on the Auto Connection sales lot next door to the chamber for additional improvements.  The two-room, one-bath portable building owned by David White is for sale.  A “For Sale By Owner” sign was recently placed on it.  The asking price is $2,000.  The buyer would be required to move the building at his or her own expense.  If you are interested in purchasing and moving this building (in the very near future), please call David at 979.279.6878.  

 

David White is making arrangements this week to either sell or move the three cars on the used car sales lot to a location across the Street from Derek Scott Auto Park’s former location.  David will re-open his Auto Connection sales lot there.

 

The weeds which fill the area between the road and sidewalk will soon be removed.  The weedy area next to the sidewalk will be slope-graded and grass will be planted.  This area will be routinely edged.  The fence posts that are left from an old fence will soon be removed.  After clean-up and building removal are complete, the plan is to erect a 20-foot or so replica of a Hearne POW Camp fence.  This will serve as a visual for the Camp Hearne exhibit visitors who will hopefully be coming to the chamber building starting in June.  A sign directing visitors to the “Chamber of Commerce, Economic Development, & Heartfield-Ritter Parking Lot” will soon be placed in a prominent location on the site.

 

In addition to the Camp Hearne exhibit, another major and exciting activity will soon be taking place on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in the Hearne Chamber of Commerce conference room.  I can’t tell you what it is just yet, but here’s a hint.  It is jobs-related and is a step towards getting something that this community has long needed.  If successful, this Hearne Chamber of Commerce and Hearne Economic Development Corporation demonstration project will likely utilize one or more of the soon to be vacant Hearne ISD buildings.  Watch this space for details!

 

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.

 

Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or Robertson County Democratic Party.
