C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The May 24, 2006
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
About six months ago, a property scout for T-Mobile Communications walked in the door of the economic development office inquiring about properties adjacent to combined TX6/US79 north of town.  Together, we toured local properties.  A plat was obtained from the Robertson County Appraisal District to determine who owned which pieces of property.  An easement has since been obtained.

In recent weeks, local residents may have noticed that a gravel pad with electric boxes and wiring has been installed on the east side of the railroad tracks and TX6/US79 across from Zeig Sheet Metal Works.  Piled up on one side of this pad are metal pieces of a tall communications tower which will soon be assembled on this site.  

This new mobile phone communications tower will be the fourth such facility installed in the local area by T-Mobile in the past year.  Three other new T-Mobile towers were put up a while back in Elliott, New Baden, and near the Navasota River east of Ridge.  T-Mobile’s coverage map in this area shows strong reception all along US79 in both directions and on TX6 heading south.

The Trans Texas Corridor (TTC) has been in the news recently.  A pet project of Republican Governor Rick Perry, the TTC would result in the building of two mega-thoroughfares through Texas.  These multi-use transportation routes would carry multiple lanes of automobiles and trucks.  They would include high speed rail, pipelines, and communications conduits as well.

Still in the planning stages by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), not one, but two, TTC routes are being proposed for Texas.  TTC-35 is a proposed alternative to the heavily congested Interstate 35 corridor.  It would stretch from Oklahoma on the north to Mexico and the Gulf Coast on the south.  The proposed I-69/TTC would extend from Texarkana/Shreveport to Mexico (possibly the Rio Grande Valley or Laredo).

Lots of local folks have been asking: “How close will these TTC corridors be coming to Robertson County?”  

Under current plans, neither the TTC-35 or I-69/TTC corridor would be built in Robertson County.  In fact, Robertson County appears to have been spared any involvement in the construction of these two planned routes.  Instead, Robertson County is positioned almost equi-distant between these two proposed routes.  In other words, we’ll be smack dab between the two of them IF they ever get built.

TTC-35 would parallel I-35 to the west of us from Round Rock to Temple.  It would be built on the east side of I-35 in an area east of Georgetown, east of Round Rock, but west of Taylor.  A little farther north, it would be built in an area east of Temple but west of Zabcikville.  

Green’s Country Store and Café in Zabcikville would be spared.  Farmers to the west of Zabcikville may not be so lucky.  Big signs saying “TxDOT Keep Out” and “No TxDOT Trespassing” can be seen at several places along the highway when heading towards Temple.  

On the other side of us, I-69/TTC would run in a northeasterly direction from Houston.  It would likely be built in an area on the east side of Navasota but west of Montgomery.  A little farther north, it would be built in an area east of Madisonville but a little west of Huntsville.

To view maps and other information, go to www.keeptexasmoving.com.  Click on “TTC Projects” on the green toolbar.

So, why is any of this important from an economic development perspective?”

Before building new facilities, manufacturing and industrial companies normally look for access to interstate highways or interstate-comparable highways to bring in raw materials and ship out finished products.  This is why you often see plants and other industries located alongside major highways.  To the extent that our local highways are improved, the greater are Hearne’s and Robertson County’s chances in the future of attracting major manufacturing jobs for local residents.

In years past, the building of the railroads signaled the demise of many towns which weren’t on their routes.  In today’s Internet-dominated world, the latest communications advances parallel major highways.  Many of the latest and greatest communications devices don’t work well or don’t work at all in Hearne and Robertson County.  This is because communications companies invest dollars in their communications networks along major roadways first.  If the highways coming through Hearne and Robertson County are improved, communications opportunities will likely follow.

Lots of people keep asking the question: “Will a by-pass or relief route (as they are now called) ever be built around Hearne?”

The chances are NOT good that this will ever happen during our lifetimes.  Such a route, however, would have had a significant impact upon Hearne, its businesses, its airport, and the Hearne POW Camp site.  Knowing what TxDOT’s intentions are today and planning accordingly helps to manage the city’s potential future growth.  For example, it wouldn’t make sense for a manufacturer who is coming to town for the long haul to build a new multi-million dollar facility in the path of a planned by-pass.

I recently had lunch with local TxDOT officials Robert Cochrane and William Necessary.  We will be sitting down again soon to discuss TxDOT’s upcoming construction projects in Robertson County.  Check out this report in the coming weeks to discover what TxDOT has planned for the local area.  Some road improvement, resurfacing, and construction projects are already here.  Others are on the way!

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or Robertson County Democratic Party.

