C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The April 6, 2005 

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

INSIGHT MAGAZINE, published by the Bryan-College Station Eagle, is working on a story commemorating the one-year anniversary of last May’s Hearne flood.  The INSIGHT edition featuring Hearne should hit newsstands and yards in early May.


PBS was recently in town filming an episode of its popular television series “History Detectives.”  The segment on Camp Hearne is scheduled to air later this year.  Air dates and other details will be posted in this report as they become available.


Audry Mae Broadus recently donated a couple of old Hearne newspapers, booklets, and other historical materials to the chamber.  This past week, Ruth White dropped off a copy of the 1989 Centennial Edition of the Hearne Democrat for the chamber’s archives.  A while back, Adrian Richter dropped off some Hearne memorabilia.

Gary Broadus contributed an old green Coca-Cola bottle with “Hearne” stamped on it at the bottom.  (The Hearne Coca-Cola Bottling Plant was located on the west side of Cedar Street between the old Hearne Lumber Company and Fifth Street.  The local Dr. Pepper Bottling Plant was in Franklin.)


Any and all contributions to the Hearne Chamber of Commerce archives are welcome!  Pictures of old Hearne churches, commercial buildings, schools, and homes are particularly needed.


People all over town keep asking about the status of the chamber building renovations.  One very interested observer has even been spotted sitting across TX 6 in her husband’s old white pick-up watching remodeling activities from afar.

The chamber has received several business and individual contributions towards the remodeling cause.  At present, we have a special need we’re trying to fill.  If anyone has some old solid bricks in a muted pinkish orange color, we need them to fill-in a couple of holes in the walls on the interior of the building.  The brand we have is Acme-Ferris.  Acme, however, no longer manufactures this brick.  Any old bricks in the same size and color will do.  If you wish to make a donation or know where some of these pinkish orange beauties can be found, please call 279.2351.

A couple of hundred old red bricks were recently given to the chamber by an anonymous donor.  The donated “Groesbeck Reds” are from the old Hearne Icehouse which was torn down by the city last year.  Several decades ago, the same color and size “Groesbeck Reds” were used to fill-in holes on the outside of the chamber building.  These exterior bricks now show the outlines of the window and door which used to be at the back of the building.  

The biggest surprise during the remodeling has been the discovery of boxes and boxes of financial records in a crawl space above the storage closet.  While these records have not yet been disturbed, it appears that many of the old Dixie Café records dating back to 1953 are still intact.  This was the year Dude Crowder and his sister, Ruby Hall, purchased the Aztec Café and turned it into the Dixie Café.  The chamber now occupies the building which formerly housed the Dixie.

According to several local residents who frequented the Dixie over the years, the current storage closet used to serve as Mr. Crowder’s office.  A 12 x 20 inch framed hole in one wall is still there.  This opening allowed Mr. Crowder to view most kitchen and restaurant activities from the confines of his office.  The “Dude View” will be preserved as part of building renovations.   


An old issue of the Hearne Democrat reports that extensive remodeling to the building was accomplished in 1953.  It is suspected that windows and other structural features which are now being revealed were covered over at this time.

Dr. Bill Crowder of Conroe is trying to locate old photos of the Dixie Café in its heyday.  Dr. Crowder is the son of Dude Crowder and the nephew of Ruby Hall.  If anyone else has old Dixie Café pictures, either inside or outside, please send them to the chamber at the address at the end of this report.

Slowly but surely, the renovation project is progressing.  Bare concrete floors are visible; paneled interior walls are gone.  Roughed out walls with electrical plugs, high speed Internet connections, printer network receptacles, and telephone line plugs are waiting to be sheetrocked.  Brownish tan ceramic tile floors will hopefully be installed soon.

Dr. Marc Catalina, Hearne Chamber of Commerce president, recently remodeled his office at Hearne Chiropractic Clinic at 104 S. Magnolia Street.  As a result, Marc is experienced at tearing a building apart and putting it back together again.  Dr. Catalina routinely takes time out of his busy practice to supervise chamber building renovations, take phone calls and offer helpful advice, get bids from contractors, and even go on site visits to look at doors, concrete floors, and ceramic tiles.  All this from the chief VOLUNTEER!

All activities are taking place under the watchful eye of Clifton Hopcus, handyman extraordinaire.  Upon seeing the initial condition of the brick walls, one worker was skeptical that these old clay bricks could ever be rehabilitated.  A couple of days later, this same worker was marveling at the wonders Cliff had worked on a 10 x 25 foot stretch of wall.

Three old steel frame windows have been uncovered.  Ken Elliott, at Hearne’s A+ Glass at 220 W. Fourth Street, has been over to measure these windows for replacement glass panes and mirrors which will go in one window with a limited view (it has a brick wall behind it).  

Ken and his dad, County Judge Fred Elliott, may even donate an old metal frame window they have.  This window will hopefully be used to fill-in a space where a window was removed years ago.

The Elliotts are joined by other individuals and businesses who are pitching in to help with the chamber’s remodeling efforts.  If you wish to contribute to the cause, please call the chamber office.

Ken Hagberg, plant manager at Crane Plumbing, donated not one, not two, but three new plumbing fixtures.  All of these were manufactured in Hearne.  These fixtures include an ADA-accessible toilet bowl and tank, an ADA-accessible hanging bathroom sink, and a drop-in kitchen sink.  All are white vitreous china fixtures.

Randy Montgomery, plant manager at Lifetime Doors, made arrangements for the chamber to receive four new solid core doors.  These were also manufactured in Hearne.  Lifetime’s 6 foot, 8 inch, 2-panel, CARRARA doors were selected.  These doors will add an air of elegance and sophistication to the refurbished building.


The Crane Plumbing and Lifetime Doors donations included manager-guided tours of these two local manufacturing plants.  Expect to see future Crossroads Reports highlighting what’s going on at these and other major Hearne businesses.  


Keith Jentsch at CarQuest at 105 W. Third Street donated a new twelve gallon, under-the-counter, electric water heater to replace the old one.  Keith also donated a heavy old wooden door with nine glass peepholes.  This door likely graced an entrance to the old hospital which was in the building where CarQuest is now.


Keith’s dad and brother, Marlin and Frank Jentsch at Jentsch Motors at 204 N. Market Street, offered to donate some old steel windows they have in their shop.  These windows looked similar to the ones in the chamber building.  Upon closer inspection, however, they turned out to be the wrong size.  The shop vac that Marlin Jentsch loaned the chamber has seen heavy use in recent weeks.

Bart Lockhart, at Lockhart’s Furniture & Appliance at 210 W. Fourth Street, has promised to donate one of the old music selector boxes that used to be in the dining booths at the old Dixie Café.  These individual boxes played songs on a central juke box.

A stainless steel front, under-the-counter refrigerator has also been contributed by a donor who wishes to remain anonymous.

The volunteer efforts of this writer’s 84-year old dad, Bill Brunette, should not go unnoticed.  Bill and his truck have made numerous trips to pick-up doors at Lifetime Doors, to drop-off doors to be hung on jams at Weatherford Doors, to pick-up completed doors at Weatherford Doors, and to run assorted other errands associated with the chamber building’s renovations.

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

