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Sempra Generation is considering an expansion of its Twin Oaks Power facility between Calvert and Bremond.  This facility was originally designed for four units, but it only has two existing units. 


Permits for the proposed expansion could be filed this summer.  All sorts of community input will then be solicited.  

So, here’s my question:  “If this new and expanded facility is built, what impact will it have on Robertson County and its economy?”

At the peak of the new plant’s construction, 1,500 new construction jobs would be brought into the county.  After the new facility is complete, 40 to 50 permanent new plant positions would be created.  These new construction and operations activities would generate additional and significant property, corporate and sales taxes.  This would translate into economic benefits for area merchants and for providers of construction- and operation-related services.

I can’t help but think about what such an influx of construction workers and new employees would mean to local businesses, particularly to local merchants, local restaurants, local hotels, local RV parks, and the housing markets throughout the county.

At the first meeting of Sempra Generation’s new Community Advisory Committee last week, Sempra said that its experienced staff, land, fuel & ash infrastructure, access to water, and electric transmission access would easily accommodate the proposed expansion.  

In materials circulated at this meeting, Sempra states that the expanded plant will result in “reliable and state-of-the-art power generation.  It will be one of the most efficient and cleanest coal-fueled plants in the nation.”


According to Sempra, Twin Oaks Power community involvement has increased significantly since 2002.  Areas of focus are:  Education/Math & Science; Environmental Stewardship; & Community & Business Development.  Since November 2002, Twin Oaks Power has invested nearly $100,000 in the Robertson County communities of Bremond, Calvert, Hearne, and Franklin.

Sempra Generation says that its newly formed Community Advisory Committee is part of Twin Oaks Power’s continued commitment to the local community.  This new committee will help the company better evaluate its community involvement activities, will assist in the company’s outreach and communication efforts, and will ensure greater access to a diverse and broader perspective on local and regional issues.


The new committee, which meets quarterly, is comprised of nine members representing Bremond, Calvert, Hearne, and Franklin.  As Hearne’s economic development and chamber director, I represent Hearne on this committee.

Shifting gears to a totally different subject.  I ran into Pastor Kenneth Byrd and his wife at Vicki’s Lunchbox one day last week.  Byrd is pastor of Hearne’s Grace United Methodist Church.  I had heard rumors that Pastor Byrd had originals of many old Hearne photographs.  When I approached Byrd and the rest of his dining party in mid-meal, the good pastor acknowledged that he did indeed possess quite a few old Hearne photos.


As a follow-up, Pastor Byrd called my office on Monday morning.  He asked me to drop by his office at the church.  When I arrived seconds later, he presented me with a stack of twenty or so black and white photographs of Hearne businesses from the 1930s and 1940s.  

I had seen faded copies of copies of copies of some of these photos before at the Smith-Welch Memorial Library.  But, the detail on the ones offered by Pastor Byrd was far better than anything I had seen.  These photos will soon appear on the walls of the chamber office as a “Then” and “Now” photo exhibit showing current photos taken from the same vantage points.


Pastor Byrd gave me the stack of glossy photos.  He also volunteered to provide a set of the photos on CD so I could place them on the Hearne chamber website.  These photos represent a huge find for the chamber archives as well as the Texas A&M professors and graduate students who are creating an inventory of Hearne’s downtown commercial buildings.  Thank you Pastor Byrd for your contribution!

Here’s even more good news.  We’re moving back into the chamber building this week.  Hooray!  This means that in the very near future, Crossroads Report readers won’t be subjected to information overload on chamber building renovation activities.  That said, this week you get yet another exciting episode of “This Old Chamber.”

A whole lot has been going on at the chamber as a crew of ten or so workers installed new tile floors.  The main tiles are a subtle mixture of tan, brown, and gold hues.  The grout color is called “earth.”  This should give you an idea of the down to earth look we’re striving for.  The fresh new paint throughout the building is a cross between a khaki and wheat color.

Every three feet or so in the floors, there are 4 inch by 4 inch “diamonds” of veined, off-white Travertine Limestone.  These diamonds make the whole place look larger than it actually is and give the rooms an understated elegance.  The tile floors were installed by Derek Scott’s buddy Robert Johnson, who owns Johnson Tiling Company in Waco.

This week, Ken Elliott and Jason Lobdell from Hearne’s A+ Glass came over to put new glass in the third previously boarded-up window that the remodeling revealed.  Ken and Jason will soon jack-up and put new pivots on the metal and glass front door so it wild clear the new tile floor.  The A+ guys are also constructing two new conference room windows that will match the other windows in the building. 

The first thing most visitors to the renovated building will likely notice is one of Hearne’s old streetlamps.  Fully electrified and complete with original aggregate pole and original glass lumiere (or cover), this streetlamp burns night and day as a security light inside the main reception area.  


The old streetlamp post was discovered partially buried and being used as a fence post at the Hearne Municipal Airport.  After finding a note from me stapled to the gate of his farm along the Little Brazos River, Anthony Emola donated the old post to the chamber.  

This 1927 relic of old Hearne was buried deep in the ground.  As luck would have it, when James Shear and his colleague at Custom S Tree Service were trying to nudge it out, the pole cracked and broke off at the base.  This left the base where it still remains, buried in four to five feet of compacted earth.  


You may be asking yourself:  “What would you do with a severely cracked antique light pole without a base?”  The final answer is:  “You chop it up!”  

Clifton Hopcus used one of his circular saws to cut-off the top of the pole about seven feet down.  Next, he drilled a hole in the side of the pole through which to insert the electrical line.  Cliff then used a sledge hammer to break up the cement foundation in the interior floor and dug a hole roughly two foot deep.  He put the pole in the hole and filled in the rest with concrete.  Later, the tile guys tiled around the pole’s base.  It looks like it has been there for years!

Before the old pole was cut-off and installed, Cathy Lazarus at Wilson United Drug at 118 West Fourth Street tipped me off that Marty Porter had three old glass lumieres sitting under the staircase at his antiques shop at 309 South Main Street in Calvert.  Armed with a 1930s photograph of downtown Hearne which clearly showed one of our old streetlamps, I drove over to Marty’s place a couple of Saturdays ago.  

Lo and behold, one of Marty’s three glass covers was identical to those which formerly graced downtown Hearne streets.  Marty says this cover is from an antiques dealer in Louisiana who reports that it was originally installed in Fort Worth.



Marty let me have the glass lumiere on approval.  I promptly took it to a front yard in Hearne which has two of our original glass covers installed on brick bases.  After viewing my find alongside the two Hearne originals, I was convinced that mine was an exact match.


You may be wondering:  “What is going to happen to the other five feet or so of the 1927 twelve-foot streetlamp pole?”  

Rest assured, it will not go to waste.  A hole is being dug in the cement foundation outside the chamber building.  The remainder of the old pole will be inserted in this hole and a locking rural mailbox will be placed on top of it.  Walter, Cathy, Jackie, and other Hearne postal workers will likely breathe a collective sigh of relief when the new mailbox finally goes up.

Quite a few old Hearne streetlamp posts are located all over town.  The chamber still has a need for two more of these poles.  I’ve already got my eye on a couple that are not currently being used.  

The hope is to have two old poles donated to the chamber.  After being rewired, these poles would be placed in front of the chamber building so everyone passing through town can catch a glimpse of what old Hearne used to look like.  Plastic duplicate lumieres would be purchased and placed on top of these exterior light posts.

If you have one of these old poles that you’d like to donate to the chamber, please call 979.279.2351 and we’ll come fetch it.  Better yet, dig it up and drop it off at the chamber.  These concrete and steel re-enforced poles weigh several hundred pounds and are not easily handled.

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
