C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The March 9, 2005 

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

Come out to Eagle Disposal off of Vaughn Lane on Thursday, March 10 at 2:30 to participate in the Hearne Chamber of Commerce’s ribbon cutting ceremony for this re-located Hearne business.  Eagle Disposal will be hosting an open house to show visitors its newly remodeled headquarters.  Several months ago, Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board worked to keep Eagle Disposal in Hearne and provided some funding for renovation activities.

The Hearne Chamber of Commerce office will be closed for the next week or so while building renovations are accomplished.  The chamber has temporarily moved its furnishings into two enclosed trailers.  One is owned by Hearne Chamber member Bart Lockhart (Lockhart’s Furniture & Appliance in Hearne).  The other is owned by Hearne Chamber member Walter Qualls (Pin Oak Bed & Breakfast in Calvert).

Hearnite Clifton Hopcus is spearheading renovations.  Cliff is putting his considerable talents to work in turning a weathered historic structure into a building of which we can all be proud.

The flooring and paneling in the chamber building are being ripped out.  Decorative concrete floors will be poured.  Interior bricks will be cleaned and re-pointed.  After these renovations are complete, the chamber will reclaim its building, will start unpacking, and will complete sheetrocking and other interior renovations over a several week period.

During the short period of time that the building will be closed, the chamber and economic development office will be conducting its business from a remote location.  If you need something, call 979.279.2351 to contact the chamber and economic development director.

Keith Jentsch and his crew at CarQuest Auto Parts & Hardware at 105 West Third Street have expanded their operations.  A while back, Keith bought the old Star Cleaners location next door to CarQuest.  Years ago, this spot was home to Lou’s Fashion Shop.  Cliff Hopcus knocked out a wall between the two buildings and created new display and storage areas as well as new restroom facilities.  With the increased space, CarQuest can now offer lots more merchandise to its customers.

Bart Lockhart and his staff at Lockhart’s Furniture & Appliance at 210 West Fourth Street have been doing some changing and re-arranging of their own.  Check things out next time you are in downtown!  

Reverend Larry Blackmon and Hearne’s First Baptist Church are to be commended for their recent contributions to Hearne’s improving landscape.  The local church’s signs at the north and south ends of town have been repainted blue and white.  The peeling paint and rust spots are now gone.  These redone signs bring a fresh new inviting look to Hearne’s entrances.


On the west end of town, keep an eye on the tattered wooden “Welcome to Hearne” sign by the new high school.  This sign, which should have been replaced long ago, is about to be history.  

A new sign will soon be installed.  It is identical to the City of Hearne welcome signs at the north and south ends of town.  Lighting for night-time illumination will also be installed.  The funds to purchase and install this new sign came from Hearne’s 4B Sales Tax Board.


Finding just the right spot to locate a new Hearne business might be a logical first step for many prospective business owners.


People who are interested in finding lots and buildings that are for sale or lease for retail, office, trade/technical, or light industrial purposes in the Hearne city limits are in luck!  A page containing a wide variety of commercial real estate listings has recently been added to the Hearne Chamber of Commerce website.


Just go to www.hearnetexas.info and click on “Commercial Real Estate” to access the fifty-plus different commercial real estate listings.  Printed copies of the list are also available at the Hearne Chamber of Commerce at 304 South Market Street.


Over the past two years, appraisal, deed, & tax records have been reviewed; owners of unused commercial properties all over town have been contacted; neighbors have been asked who owns properties next door to them or across the street.


With the commercial real estate web page up and running, finding the right spot to open a business in Hearne has never been easier.  The leg work has been done so potential business owners don’t have to.  Now there is one easy to use source to see who owns which available commercial properties in the Hearne city limits.


Two by three foot red, white, and blue signs promoting the new website have been placed in several empty storefronts and on several vacant lots around town.  These signs ask the question:  “Interested In Opening A Business At This Or Another Hearne Location?” 

The signs, which were purchased by Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board, promote the commercial real estate page on the chamber website as well as a local phone number.  Their purpose is to position the Hearne Economic Development Corporation as a primary source for information about Hearne’s available commercial properties.

Hearne’s 4A Board is quick to point out that it is NOT a realtor.  It is simply trying to serve as a liaison between potential new businesses and the people who own local properties.  Many callers are referred to local realtors who have properties listed.  Others are referred to the owners of properties that are not listed with a local realtor.

The response to the signs and the commercial real estate webpage has been very good so far.  The economic development office receives several phone calls a week from people who may be interested in opening new businesses in Hearne.  


While many of these calls have been from local folks hoping to open small retail businesses, a dozen or so calls have come in from property scouts and others from out of town who saw the signs and called the phone number.  These people represent large companies and major retailers that are looking for places to open new businesses in central Texas.


One property scout saw the big red, white, and blue billboard on TX 6 / US 79 in Hearne which carries the same message as the smaller signs.   She circled the block, pulled up in a parking lot near the sign, and called the phone number.  Within minutes, she was touring town looking at potential sites for a possible new Hearne business. 

So far, the signs, the billboard, and the website have produced several good economic development leads.  These may one day translate into new businesses for Hearne and new employment opportunities for local residents.

If you are interested in opening a business in Hearne and find a property in the online listing which may be suitable to your needs, contact me at 979.279.9870 to schedule an up-close and personal tour of one or several available Hearne properties.


It is hoped that some day an interactive online city map scattered with dots representing different available commercial properties will be created.  When people click on a dot, they can view information about each property as well as see an enlarged map of the local area.


Having commercial real estate information online allows Hearne to compete head-to-head with College Station and other cities that are investing significant amounts of money to showcase local commercial properties on their websites.  Hearne’s commercial real estate webpage enables online visitors to identify and preview available Hearne properties before actually visiting the sites.


Very few towns the size of Hearne have all of their commercial real estate listings posted online.  It is hoped that making this information available will provide Hearne with a competitive advantage that will attract new businesses to town.

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
