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Chris Chwastyk, U.S. Congressman Chet Edwards’ Chief of Staff in Washington, D.C., and Lindsay Davis, Edwards’ regional director for Brazos, Grimes, Madison, & Robertson counties, enjoyed dinner at the Dixie Café in Hearne on March 24th with a group of elected officials from Robertson County, Calvert, and Hearne.  The stop was part of a “get to know you” tour that will bring different Edwards’ staffers to Robertson County in the coming months.  The group had a wide-ranging discussion on local issues.


It is hoped that similar meetings with U.S. Congressman John Carter and State Senator Steve Ogden and their staffs can be scheduled in the near future.  Russell Devorsky, district aide to State Representative Jim Dunnam, was recently in the area visiting with constituents.

The City of Franklin recently passed an ordinance allowing Cybercom, the local high-speed Internet wireless service provider, to place an antenna on the Franklin water tower.  This means that high-speed Internet service will soon become available to most folks living within a five- to seven-mile radius of Franklin.


A proposal to place a Cybercom antenna on the Hearne water tower on Moss Avenue is making its way to the Hearne City Council.  If approved, high-speed Internet service might soon become available to folks within a 26-mile radius of the Hearne water tower.  That’s a circle centered in Hearne with a 52-mile diameter!  

Given the Hearne water tower’s height and the relatively flat land which surrounds it, the Hearne signal could be picked up at far greater distances than the one which will be broadcast from the Franklin water tower.  


If the Hearne water tower antenna is approved, most businesses and residents all over the county – from all of Hearne’s residential neighborhoods, to the Hearne Municipal Airport and Industrial Park, to the Robertson County Brazos Bottom, to Bremond, to Calvert, to Camp Cooley Ranch, to Wheelock, OSR, Benchley, and beyond – could soon have high-speed Internet access.  


Gaining widespread access to high-speed Internet would be a major economic development tool and quality of life enhancement for all of Robertson County.  Current and prospective businesses of all shapes and sizes would benefit.  So would countless numbers of current and prospective residents.


The Hearne Economic Development Corporation (HEDC) has been working with Cybercom and others to help make the dream of high-speed Internet access a reality for the vast majority of Robertson County businesses and residents.

Most recently, HEDC filed an application with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  This application seeks to have Hearne and Robertson County designated as a Model Rural Wireless Community.  If selected, Hearne and Robertson County stand to receive significant financial, expert, technical, and other assistance to utilize the latest technologies to turn Hearne and Robertson County into a model wireless community with seamless high-speed Internet capabilities.

A copy of the FCC/RUS application is online at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on “Model Rural Wireless Application.”


HEDC obtained endorsements of its FCC/RUS application from an impressive list of federal and state officials.  These include:  U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator John Cornyn, U.S. Representative Chet Edwards, U.S. Representative John Carter, Texas Agriculture Commissioner Susan Combs, and State Senator Steve Ogden. 


First-round recipients for this highly competitive federal program should be announced this week.  If Hearne and Robertson County don’t receive first-round funding, the application will be updated and re-submitted when second-round applications are accepted in the near future.

The large lot on the west side of TX 6, US 79, & US 190 across the street from the old Casa Grande Steakhouse and the old Shenkir Feed Store recently sold.  This land was formerly owned by Archer Hoyt.  A new business is going in on the site.  The lot has been mowed.  As soggy ground permits, the fallen trees are being chopped up and removed.  Keep an eye on this lot for further improvements in the coming months.

The Country Kitchen Restaurant at the intersection of TX 6 & FM 485 is under new management.  The new folks in charge are Jennifer and Chris Juhl.


The foundation is in.  A portable building was placed on the site this past weekend.  So, just what is happening on the lot at the corner of Second & Post Oak Streets behind the Hearne Fire Station?


The Brazos Valley Affordable Housing Corporation (BVAHC) is putting in a new office.  According to BVAHC’s website at www.bvahc.org, the organization was founded in 1992 as a local non-profit corporation at the direction of the Board of Directors at the Brazos Valley Council of Governments (BVCOG). BVCOG is a regional planning council for Brazos, Burleson, Grimes, Leon, Madison, Robertson, and Washington counties.


BVAHC was created to serve as an entity to deliver safe, decent, and affordable housing. From the beginning, BVAHC has been successful in promoting, sponsoring, encouraging, and financing projects, which have and will continue to result in the economic growth of the seven-county region.

Programs include: home ownership counseling, minor & major home repair, mortgage loans through Brazos Valley C.D.C., Inc., down-payment assistance, building homes through local high schools and local prisons, building homes using alternative methods and materials, & creation of affordable subdivisions.


The City of Hearne worked with BVAHC to bring this new office to town.  BVAHC obtained the property from the City of Hearne.  The Hearne BVAHC office should be open in a matter of weeks.


The property beyond the city limits sign and Zeig Sheet Metal Works at the north end of town (to the west of where TX 6 and US 79 split) has recently been sold.  Formerly owned by John Florida, this parcel of land has been bulldozed; attractive clumps of trees have been left throughout; a driveway has been added; a foundation has recently been poured.  A new Pentacostal Church out of Calvert is being built on the site.


Cathy Lazarus at Wilson United Drug at 118 W. Fourth Street has several Texas A&M University graduate students and faculty members creating an inventory of Hearne’s historic buildings.  While some materials have already been located, more photographs, architectural drawings, and other information about Hearne’s historic commercial buildings, residences, and churches are needed.

Several folks have already responded to this effort to collect information on old Hearne.  Former Hearnite DeWitt Waltmon recently contributed several old photographs of Hearne to the chamber’s photo archive.  Mr. Waltmon also sent an e-mail to lots of other folks interested in Hearne asking them to contribute copies of any old photos they might have to the chamber.


In response, Roy Larkin Henry mailed a thick packet of old photographs to the chamber office.  His cover letter indicated that years ago, Julia Slagle, longtime chamber executive director, had entrusted these photographs to his care.  He said that he was now returning them to the chamber to preserve and protect for future generations.


Husband and wife Charles and Marvelyn Mathis Cotropia live in the Dallas area.  Both are former Hearne residents.  Apparently, the Cotropias, the chamber, and others have been bidding against each other on ebay for old Hearne postcards.

Instead of competing with each other, Marvaleen and the chamber have decided to join forces to create an old Hearne photo gallery which shows “then” and “now” photographs of Hearne.  The idea is to snap a photo today from the same spot a photograph was taken in the past.  

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
