C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The March 2, 2005 

Hearne Democrat Newspaper


Lindsey Davis, director of Congressman Chet Edwards’ College Station office, was in Robertson County on Wednesday morning participating in the congressman’s town hall meetings in Hearne and Franklin.  Davis returned to Hearne on Friday.  She spent most of the day meeting with local officials, inspecting the Hearne Municipal Airport, Camp Hearne, Hearne Depot, and downtown Hearne commercial district sites, and discussing ways to seek federal funding for various Hearne projects.

Russell Devorsky, District Aide to State Representative Jim Dunnam, spent two hours on Friday morning at Hearne City Hall meeting with a steady stream of constituents.  On Friday afternoon, Devorsky traveled to Franklin to meet with constituents there.


After things dry out, expect to see workers cleaning-up parts of the Hearne Industrial Park off of FM 485.  Roll Call: Friends of Camp Hearne recently cleared out some of the area to the east of Airport Road.  Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board has allocated funds to clean up more of this area as well as the area west of Airport Road.

Pretty soon, folks driving down FM 485 will be able to more clearly see the airport and its lights in the distance.  Visitors will be able to more easily look at parts of the Camp Hearne WWII Prisoner of War Camp.  Potential new businesses will be better able to view plots of land in the Hearne Industrial Park.

The Hearne Chamber of Commerce building at 304 South Market Street is undergoing a massive transformation.  Several weeks ago, the building’s exterior was power-washed.  The old gray exterior paint is now gone; the natural off-white bricks are once again visible on two sides of the structure.

James Shear’s Custom S Lawn & Tree Service brought in its cherry-picker and power washer to do the job over a two-day period.

While more work needs to be done on the outside of the building, several interior walls have already been removed, revealing the original redish-pink bricks of the 80+ year-old building.  An old metal window which hasn’t seen the light of day in some 50 years will soon re-appear.


When renovations are complete, the building’s look, smell, and structural integrity will be vastly improved.  Old carpeting, floor tiles, rotted and bowed interior walls will be removed.  After cleaning, original bricks will remain visible inside.  Sheetrock will replace paneling.  Decorative concrete floors will replace carpet.  Numerous water leaks will be repaired.  In many spots, the mortar between the bricks has turned to dust.  In way too many places, daylight can be seen streaming through gaps in mortar that is supposed to be two-bricks thick!  Re-pointing the bricks will help prevent a future wall collapse and preserve the building.

The dilapidated strip mall in the 300 block of West Brown Street is also getting a major facelift, complete with new awnings, plate glass windows, stucco, and a re-surfaced parking lot.  The spots next to the refurbished Te-Jo’s Car Wash most recently housed a laundromat, Lopez Mart, & Vee’s.  Years ago, this strip mall was home to the original Hearne Dairy Queen and Harold’s Drive-In.  Brothers Jimmy and Jack Khairallah, owners of Te-Jo’s and Harold’s Drive-Ins, own the Brown Street strip mall and are refurbishing it.  Several prospective businesses have already been looking at the property, including a couple of new restaurants.

Dr. Marc Catalina at Hearne Chiropractic Clinic has been moving walls, sheetrocking, painting, and re-carpeting his office at 104 South Magnolia Street.  He has converted a hallway into two new offices.  Dr. Catalina plans to share his office space with another medical professional.


The new Discount Laundromat in Godwin’s Shopping Center at 907 Brown Street is almost complete.  This latest of Hearne businesses should open in a matter of days.  Both the Discount Laundromat and its next door neighbor, the Discount Cleaners, are owned by Son Ha.


Corn Collision Center has been working on its building at 1111 South Market Street.  An attractive new office space is emerging.  After the finishing work is done, a grand re-opening ribbon cutting will be held to officially welcome this new member to the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.


Newly elected Justice of the Peace Ramona Aguirre recently converted old storage and display space into her new JP office.  This office is next door to The Gift Shoppe that Monie owns and operates at 1108 South Market Street.

Hearne I.S.D. has been removing truckloads of items from the old Brookshire Brothers building between Second and Third on Post Oak Street.  This building, which served as the school’s warehouse for several years, was recently sold to the Iglesia Evangelica Puerta Dell Cielo Church (Evangelistic Church of the Heavens).  This congregation has been meeting at the Old Bowman lumber yard on TX 6 south of town.

Things are looking up on the clean-up front.  Dorothy Chandler recently started a new Red Hat Society that is committed to helping clean-up Hearne.  This group has met twice in the past month!

Daniel Lehoski has taken it upon himself to clean the areas behind and to the south of his 1309 Market Street Exxon Station.  A much more attractive environment has been created with the removal of weeds and discarded junk from the rear of Lehoski’s station.  Offering nice shade trees and a picnic table, the grassy area to the south that Lehoski cleaned is often used by travelers to walk their dogs.


The Keep Hearne Beautiful Committee has an organizational meeting scheduled at 5 PM on Thursday at City Hall.  This committee has several new members as well as a list of five new people who are hoping to join the group as members.

Several months ago, this author wrote a series of articles about the old wrought iron fence that once surrounded the Robertson County Courthouse in Franklin.  A piece of this fence has finally made its way back to the courthouse.  This rusted Robertson County relic is now on display in County Clerk Kathy Nickelson Brimhall’s first floor office.

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
