C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The March 16, 2005 

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

Last week’s column told readers to “keep an eye on the tattered wooden “Welcome to Hearne” sign by the new high school.”  This old sign is now history.  The concrete base for the new sign has been poured, support poles are in place, a new sign and light have been installed.  Both day and night, this new sign now welcomes visitors and residents alike to the “Crossroads of Texas.”  


Hearne’s 4B Sales Tax Board paid for the sign and obtained Hearne I.S.D. permission to place the sign on its property.  The City of Hearne handled installation and lighting.


Red, white, and blue table tents are now in most Hearne restaurants.  These promote the chamber website at www.hearnetexas.info, the local information hotline at 979.280.5500, and local places to stay.  Pads of tear-off, take-one brochures containing the same information are at many local merchants, including most Hearne convenience stores and gas stations.


These colorful informational displays and brochures were printed by Sandy and Mark Loftus at Robertson County Printing & Office Supplies at 220 Magnolia Street.

Sylvia Montelongo, owner of AMA’s restaurant at 702 South Market Street, donated the clear plastic table tent holders to the Chamber for use during last year’s Crossroads Music Festival.  These are now being temporarily re-purposed.

“Have You Been To www.hearnetexas.info” bumper stickers are available free of charge all over town.  A couple of thousand of these red, white, and blue bumper stickers have been distributed in the past year and a half.  These are so popular that it is hard to keep them in stock at local merchants.  A third printing of 1,000 bumper stickers has just been received from Robertson County Printing.

The table tents, take-one pads, and bumper stickers are all part of the Chamber’s efforts to promote Hearne and put “heads in beds” at local places to stay.  The local accommodations list is also online at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on “Places To Stay.”


Three Hearne entities recently approved cash infusions to help move the Hearne Depot restoration project forward.  A couple of weeks ago, the Hearne Industrial Foundation made a $47,000 donation to the depot.  Early last week, Hearne’s 4B Sales Tax Board allocated $40,000 for depot construction costs.

In a special called meeting last Tuesday, the Hearne City Council approved the issuance of a certificate of obligation to finance the remainder of the depot’s current construction costs.  One-half of the hotel/motel tax monies that the city receives has been earmarked to retire this debt.

The recent local monies are in addition to funds generated for the depot by three different Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) TEA-21 grants.  The Hearne Depot Board is now applying for other grants to fund additional construction costs as well as on-going depot activities.

The spring cleaning bug is apparently making its rounds all over town.

Last week, James Shear’s Custom S Lawn & Tree Service chopped up the two big fallen trees on the TX 6 right of way south of Lehoski’s Exxon Station.  These unsightly toppled trees, which had been on their sides on the ground for some ten months, were victims of last May’s storms.  Scrub brush and undergrowth have also been taken down along the US 79 / US 190 highway right of way across from GATX.  City of Hearne crews removed debris from both of these locations.

Be on the look-out for even more clean-up work on high visibility areas throughout town in the coming weeks.  Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards recently allocated money to clean-up these areas from one city limits sign to another.  Priority is being placed on properties which can be seen by people traveling along TX 6, US 79, & US 190. 

Meetings are being scheduled with local TxDOT and Union Pacific (UP) officials to see how Hearne, TxDOT, and UP can work together to clean-up and revitalize high priority properties.

One upcoming Saturday morning, Nelda Couch Calhoun and her Hearne I.S.D. students will be helping with clean-up around town. 


Local residents should also expect to see improvements in the looks of Hearne’s downtown alleys stretching from Second Street to the Sonic and from TX 6 / US 79 to Cedar Street.  An effort to clean-up these alleys, by removing weeds, vines, and other debris, is in the works.

Sheldon Ellis and his Eagle Disposal crew have already started providing the crowning touch to the downtown alley project.  All of the big old trash dumpsters in different colors and states of repair in downtown alleys will soon be replaced with brand new dumpsters with the colorful Eagle logo flying high.  These attractive new tan dumpsters will give these alleys a uniform look and will greatly improve their appearance.

Over the past couple of weeks, the City of Hearne has brought in several truckloads of ash to fill-in the big fissure created by erosion and heavy 18-wheeler use of the parking lot across from the Dixie Café and AMA’s.  This lot is leased by the city from UP.

This past week, Dixie Café and Pizza Hut owner Johnny Patranella hired folks to clean-up this two-block stretch of prime Hearne real estate.  Mr. Patranella even had the chain link fence repaired which separates the parking lot from the adjoining railroad properties.  This fence had apparently been hit by several different trucks on several different occasions.

TxDOT has been holding a series of meetings on the proposed Trans Texas Corridor through central Texas.  One recent such gathering took place at the Pridgeon Community Center in Franklin.  Maps showing different possible routes for this mega transportation and communications corridor were displayed.


Most of the proposed routes would go to the west of us through Milam and Williamson Counties and would miss Robertson County altogether.  Two of the proposed routes, however, might possibly go through Hearne or to the west of it.  


One VERY TENTATIVE route under consideration would parallel the north-south railroad tracks through Valley Junction up and down the Brazos River.  Another VERY TENTATIVE route would follow FM 50 south from US 79/US 190 through the Brazos Bottom.  It would go through or near Calvert and Bremond heading north.


Ironically, the Franklin meeting was held on a day when rain water was standing knee deep in ditches along Robertson County’s Brazos Bottom roads.  With idle tractors and farm equipment sitting nearby, rain water was standing in rows of plowed bottom land waiting to be planted.  

Given the Robertson County Brazos Bottom’s topography, rainfall, and beauty, it is hard to imagine how anyone could ever give serious consideration to building something like the Trans Texas Corridor through it.

Towns, communities, farms, and ranches in the eastern half of Robertson County – Franklin, New Baden, Camp Creek, Ridge, Easterly, Seale, Round Prairie, Elliott, Black Jack, Wheelock, and other areas – appear to be out of consideration by TxDOT altogether.


While the Trans Texas Corridor may be built some day down the road, TxDOT is engaged in three major, long-term, central Texas highway projects which promise to provide easier and more convenient access to Hearne and Robertson County in the not too distant future.  These projects include:

· TX 6 improvements, which will provide improved highways between US 290 in Hempstead and I 35 in Waco;
· US 79 improvements, which will provide improved highways between I 35 in Round Rock and I 45 in Buffalo;
· TX 21 improvements, which will provide improved highways between I 35 in San Marcos and I 45 just south of Centerville.

The increasing traffic loads on the above major highways are in addition to the traffic Hearne already receives from FM 485, FM 391, and US 190, which also pass through town.  At present, an estimated 17,000 cars per day pass through Hearne.

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
