C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The March 1, 2006
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
This week’s headline reads:  “Twenty-five new workers in Hearne.  Twenty of them are temporary full-time jobs; five of them are permanent full-time positions.”


Drive down Vaughn Lane between FM 485 and Tenth Street and you will likely notice a flurry of activities.  Cranes, trucks, heavy equipment including a drill operating off of the back of a track hoe are all busy at work.  “Tin horn” drains topped with white gravel have been installed in several places.  Tall metal electrical transmission line poles are stored in multiple locations.


Next, drive down FM 485 towards Cameron a little past the Long Branch Saloon and Cathy T’s Liquor Store.  To your right, you will see several tall electrical transmission poles lying on the ground for quite a distance heading north.  To the left is Brazos Valley Electric’s local substation.


What’s going on?  C&H Powerline has come to town to install several miles of new power lines for Brazos Valley Electric.  

A C&H Powerline representative approached me a couple of months ago about finding a base for their local operations.  After a tour of available commercial properties, C&H decided that it wanted to lease a couple acre tract of land between Hearne Steel and the road leading to the city’s burn pile.  

Working closely with Mayor Ruben Gomez and Public Works Director Robert Penney, a plat of the area was obtained from the Robertson County Appraisal District.  It was determined that no good land ownership maps existed for this city-owned property.  As a result, the land needed to be surveyed as well as appraised.  Utility locates were obtained so workers would know where the fiber optic, gas, water, and sewer lines were.

When the survey was finished, a proper legal description of the property was posted in a public notice advertising this and the adjoining property for lease or sale.  With the Hearne City Council’s blessing, the property was advertised for competitive bid.  The bid notice ran in The Hearne Democrat for a couple of weeks.  At its February 18 meeting, the Hearne City Council approved leasing the land to C&H.  City attorney Bryan F. Russ is now working out the details.

C&H Powerline’s presence in Hearne represents an economic opportunity for our town.  C&H crews will likely be on the ground in Hearne from four to six months working on its Brazos Valley Electric project.  This timeline might be extended if Brazos Valley decides to use C&H to upgrade even more of its power lines in Robertson County.  

While in town, C&H’s twenty or so full-time employees will be using local banks to conduct financial transactions, staying at local motels, using local RV hook-ups, eating at local restaurants, buying gasoline, groceries, and merchandise at local stores, and spending money in Hearne.  While C&H crews have been brought to town for the project, some limited hiring opportunities for local residents may be available.


C&H is not Hearne’s only new economic development.  


Sharp Propane will soon be opening a regional distribution center in Hearne right next to the location where C&H Powerline has just started conducting its operations.  This regional distribution center will be on the corner lot where the road to the city’s burn pile intersects Vaughn Lane.  

In this area of central Texas, Sharp Propane currently operates a retail facility in Hearne and distribution facilities in Calvert (the old Cooper Wiese location on the west side of TX 6 when heading into Calvert from Hearne) and a similar facility in Reagan.  In the coming months, Sharp plans to close its Calvert and Reagan distribution facilities and re-locate both of these operations to its new regional distribution center in Hearne.



Like C&H Powerline above, Sharp Propane’s increased presence in Hearne represents an economic opportunity for our town.  By opening a regional distribution center in Hearne, Sharp Propane is bringing a minimum of five new permanent full-time jobs to Hearne.  

The above changes will bring five existing Sharp Propane employees to Hearne on an on-going basis.  These tanker truck drivers (and possibly an on-site person to manage the distribution center) will be coming to Hearne from other locations.  While no new jobs are anticipated in the near future, Sharp may need to replace these employees due to retirement, etc.  If Sharp increases its business due to its closer proximity to Bryan/College Station, additional personnel may be needed.


Business as usual will still take place at Sharp’s retail location at 708 West Brown Street in Hearne.  Plans are to keep this location open with all of its current employees in place.

Sharp contacted me a year or so ago as it began its search for a location for its regional distribution center.  After viewing available local properties, the company continued its search in other central Texas locations.  In the months which followed, I kept the lines of communication between Sharp and the Hearne Economic Development Office wide open.

A couple of months ago, as a result of one of my periodic “just touching base” phone calls, a Sharp Propane representative decided to return to Hearne to take a second tour of available sites.  A week or so later, he and his boss came back to make a final decision on a site.  At its most recent meeting, the Hearne City Council voted to sell Sharp Propane the tract of land it wanted out on Vaughn Lane.  City Attorney Bryan F. Russ is working out the details.

The Hearne Industrial Park off of Vaughn Lane between FM 485 and Tenth Street is finally starting to look like a real industrial park.  Hearne Steel has been operating in this area for many, many years.

A while back, the city abandoned its garage facility on Vaughn Lane and leased it to Eagle Disposal.  At the time, Eagle Disposal was looking at properties outside of Hearne to re-locate its regional collection facility from its downtown Hearne location.  With assistance from the City of Hearne and Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board, Eagle decided to keep its jobs in Hearne and open up shop at the city garage facility.

Since then, Eagle Disposal has considerably expanded its customer base.  The company does all of its billing out of its Hearne facility.  This generates significant sales tax revenues for the City of Hearne.
Hearne Steel is no longer all by its lonesome out on Vaughn Lane.  Two new neighbors are already sharing the Vaughn Lane portion of the Hearne Industrial Park with the Hearne Steel folks.  Another new neighbor will be setting up shop in a couple of months.
The above developments are proof positive that the Hearne Economic Development Corporation is working hard to keep existing businesses in Hearne and attract new businesses to Hearne.  

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.

Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
