C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T
By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The February 23, 2005 

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

You may have noticed some of the 40 new red, white, and blue avenue banners that have recently been installed on light posts along TX 6, US 79, & US 190 throughout Hearne.

These colorful banners identify Hearne as the “Crossroads of Texas” and promote the Hearne Chamber of Commerce’s website www.hearnetexas.info as well as a new local information telephone hotline number 979.280.5500.


The 30” x 48” vinyl banners are small enough to not be intrusive yet large enough to be read.

Hearne has over 17,000 vehicles passing through it every day.  The new banners are designed to communicate with travelers, visitors, as well as local residents.  They utilize a “repeated impressions” advertising technique where passersby see the same message over and over.

The idea is to get people to use the website address or local phone number while they are in town.  Some folks might even remember the website address or local phone number later and use them, like when scheduling a future visit to the area.


During non-crisis periods, website visitors or telephone callers can obtain information about places to stay, places to eat, things to do and see, commercial real estate offerings, economic development and other worthwhile information.  In times of peril, the website and phone number might provide timely information about road closures or emergency evacuation instructions to local residents, visitors, and people passing through town.


Large corporations spend huge chunks of money each year advertising website addresses and phone numbers.  Hearne is employing the same technique used by major companies but at a fraction of the cost.  Rather than having people look-up “Hearne” through online search engines or try to find the local information hotline number in telephone directory assistance, these banners let people know the easy to remember access points for obtaining information about Hearne and the surrounding area.

The banners were NOT hung on the highway-side of the light poles for a reason.  The city-owned light poles are placed along a line which marks TxDOT’s right-of-way through town.  TxDOT would not grant permission for the banners to hang over its right-of-way.  Only temporary event banners are allowed in this space.  Since TxDOT’s right-of-way does not extend to the opposite side of the light poles, the banners were hung there.


Hearne’s new banners were created by Rockdale Signs (the newest Hearne Chamber of Commerce member).  They were hung on January 25 by a three-man Rockdale-based crew.  The Hearne Police Department kept an eye on installation activities, sometimes sitting behind the bucket truck in a patrol car with its lights flashing.


The banners were funded as a promotional activity by Hearne’s 4B Sales Tax Board.  The Hearne Chamber of Commerce provides the www.hearnetexas.info website as a public service.  Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board purchased the phone system over which the 979.280.5500 local information hotline operates.

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
