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February is Black History Month.  To commemorate this event locally, the Hearne Chamber of Commerce is creating an updated inventory of burials at Hearne’s Riverside Cemetery.  

A partial list of burials at this cemetery is already online at www.robertsoncounty.info.  Click on “Cemeteries”, then go to “Riverside Cemetery”.  This cemetery is being walked with a print-out of the current online list in hand.  Flawed information is being corrected; new information is being added.  By the end of February, the revised cemetery inventory should be complete and online.

An accurate, up-to-date inventory of burials at this cemetery is needed for a variety of reasons.  First and foremost, creating this record commemorates the lives of the hundreds and hundreds of people who are buried at this cemetery.  


While burial locations may be etched in stone markers at the cemetery, placing this burial information online enables distant relatives, close family members, researchers, students, and others to learn about people whose lives have touched many.  With family history research becoming increasing popular, knowing the burial locations of ancestors and relatives might bring researchers to town to visit the cemetery in person, track down long lost cousins, or conduct other research locally.


In early March after the inventory is complete, it is hoped that Hearne’s African American churches will alert their members to this new resource and ask their congregations for assistance in making the new list as accurate and complete as possible.  Corrections and additions to the list are welcome.  Someone or some organization is also needed to help maintain and update the online list as new burials occur at Riverside Cemetery.
 

If you wish to learn more about Black History, the U.S. Library of Congress Veterans History Project will start featuring stories about African American soldiers today, February 1, 2006.  These will be online at www.loc.gov/vets/stories.

A selection of 23 fully digitized collections of materials submitted by African American war veterans will be highlighted on the Veterans History Project web site beginning Feb. 1, 2006. The collection of fully-digitized stories is titled “African Americans at War: Fighting Two Battles,” and will be added to “Experiencing War” stories from the Veterans History Project at www.loc.gov/warstories.


“As the nation celebrates Black History Month, the Veterans History Project is honoring African American veterans who have served in the United States military by highlighting some of the remarkable stories we have received,” said Bob Patrick, acting director of the Veterans History Project. “We also invite and encourage all minority military veterans to contribute their story so that their sacrifice and service on behalf of this nation will not be forgotten.”


This is the tenth set of individual stories—comprising interviews, letters, photographs and written memoirs—to be featured on the site. Past themes have included D-Day, prisoners of war, military medicine and war’s end. Companion sites to the project’s two books, “Forever a Soldier” and “Voices of War,” can also be viewed on the “Experiencing War” site.


The Veterans History Project site now has 2,248 stories online, many of which include audio and video interviews, photographs, diaries, letters and other materials, consisting of more than 100,000 online items. These materials are part of the continuing effort by the Library to make its collections accessible online.


“African Americans at War” presentation honors the service of veterans by sharing their stories with the public. One of the featured veterans, Pearle W. Mack, Jr., is one of the 11 African American’s who served in the segregated U.S. Army of World War II. Mack went on to a lifetime career in the armed forces. In his interview, Mack talks about the changes in the attitudes toward race that occurred during his 30-year career.


“The Next Generation” features veterans such as Willie Boyd who served two tours of duty in Vietnam as the only black man in his platoon. During his service, Boyd was shot down three times. In the interview, Boyd recalls, “Once you get with a unit and you start working as a team, color never comes up.” Also featured in “The Next Generation” is the Deputy Librarian of Congress, Donald L. Scott. After completing a college ROTC program in 1960, Scott rose steadily in the ranks to become a Brigadier General. In his interview, Gen. Scott talks about "the shadow of race."


Veterans from World War I through the current conflict, and the civilians who supported them, are coming forward to record their personal stories and contribute personal documents for a growing archives at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. The goal is to collect, preserve and share with future generations the stories of all American war veterans. To date, more than 40,000 individuals have submitted stories to the collection.


Those interested in becoming involved in the Veterans History Project are encouraged to send e-mail to vohp@loc.gov to request a project kit. The kit is also available on the Veterans History Project Web site at www.loc.gov/vets or call the toll-free message line at (888) 371-5848.
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