C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The December 7, 2005

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

Last week’s Crossroads Report identified some potential impediments to Hearne’s economic growth.  Several more possible impediments are identified below along with information about what is being done to try to remove or diminish them. 

If prime economic development properties need attention, let’s tend to them.  An economic development prospect recently went with me to look at the Hearne Industrial Park adjacent to the Hearne Municipal Airport.  Upon seeing this property, the potential business owner asked me to turn around & take him to his car.  On the way into town, he said, “If you people do not care enough about your town to clean-up these overgrown properties before showing them to me, I am not interested in bringing my business to Hearne!”  

Have you driven down FM485 past the Hearne Industrial Park lately?  A large area at the Camp Hearne site to the left of Airport Road has already been cleared.  The mesquite trees at the northern end of the runway have been grubbed-out.  A city bulldozer recently cleared a burn line along the fence row next to the Longbranch Saloon at the western boundary of the industrial park.  The plan for this winter is to section off pieces of this property, burn it, round-up remaining debris, haul it off, then keep the area maintained afterwards.

             Efforts are also underway to create a downtown Hearne Industrial Park which includes the old Robertson County Barn on the Old Franklin Highway, the old Willie Sander lot behind Sonic, & the old Hearne Lumber Company on Cedar Street.  General clean-up of some of these areas began this week.

            Stark Truss already occupies land adjacent to the proposed downtown industrial park.  It is hoped that similar manufacturing & industrial companies with handfuls of employees each will open at other nearby locations.

            If railroad properties are impeding Hearne’s economic growth, let’s take action.  While relations between local Union Pacific representatives & the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, & Better Hearne Project have improved in recent years, state & federal elected officials will soon be facilitating discussions with high-level Union Pacific officials concerning Hearne’s railroad properties.  

            In many instances, buildings on railroad properties are owned by local individuals or entities while underlying properties are owned by Union Pacific.  For example, Sheldon Ellis owns the old Hearne Lumber Yard buildings while Union Pacific owns the soil underneath these buildings.  Hearne ISD owns the old Willie Sander Warehouse building while Union Pacific owns the land underneath it.  This is the case on several other properties around town.

            At present, if an economic development prospect wishes to pursue one of these dual ownership properties, three things have to happen:  (1) Arrangements have to be made for the sale of the building; (2) The building has to be inspected, then renovated or razed; & (3) The underlying property has to be purchased or leased from the railroad.

            Given these major obstacles, most companies walk away from pursuing one of the many railroad property sites in Hearne.  This is precisely what happened with an electrical lighting company which recently considered Hearne but now plans to open south of town.

            In the near future, Union Pacific representatives will be approached with the following:  (1) A summary of what local entities have been doing to clean-up railroad rights of ways in Hearne; (2) A request for financial assistance from Union Pacific to clean-up the Old County Barn, Old Willie Sander Warehouse, & Old Hearne Lumber Yard sites; (3) A request that Union Pacific deed these three properties to a Hearne governmental entity; & (4) A request that Union Pacific clearly identify the fair market value of these properties & develop an easy process for businesses wishing to purchase local railroad properties.

            If Hearne Municipal Airport is a major asset, let’s improve it.  The Hearne Municipal Airport sits on part of a 523-acre tract of land that includes the airport, industrial park, & Camp Hearne site.  Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board recently paid to have this area surveyed to determine exact property boundaries.  Hearne’s 4A Board, Robertson County, & the City of Hearne recently worked together to grade and chip-seal Crennan Lane (the most direct route to the airport from downtown Hearne).  A similar collaborative effort to grade and chip-seal Airport Road is in the works.

            A “wish list” of needed airport improvements has been developed & discussed with relevant TxDOT Aviation officials.  The City of Hearne is already moving forward on several TxDOT airport improvement projects.  Additional short-term improvements include:  (1) Obtaining an aircraft approach system; (2) Acquiring Jet-A fuel; and (3) Extending the length of the improved runway to accommodate jet and larger aircraft.

            If big bucks are needed for local projects, let’s try to get them.  In recent years, efforts have been made to cultivate & improve relationships with state & federal elected representatives.  This lobbying campaign is designed to let elected officials know of our needs so they can help us find funding for important local projects.

            $325,000 in federal money was recently granted to the Army Corps Of Engineers to study the feasibility of dredging the Little Brazos River to help prevent future flooding.  A direct appropriation to expand & improve the Hearne Municipal Airport was recently considered in a U.S. House of Representatives appropriations subcommittee.  While this year’s funding effort failed, it or something similar will likely be considered again next year.

            A grant proposal to build a Camp Hearne visitor center and archival storage space for local historical materials is pending before the U.S. Economic Development Corporation.  If approved, this project would likely be expanded to include a much larger high density archival storage facility to warehouse materials for colleges & universities throughout central Texas.

            Grant monies are also needed to finance the completion of the Hearne Depot Museum and pay its maintenance and operations expenses.

            To be continued next week. 

Crossroads Report appears periodically in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.


Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

