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In these days of the H1N1 (swine flu) scare, some people are urging the use of anti-bacterial soap & hand Santa-tizer (as opposed to sanitizer) when shopping for Christmas gifts; preparing & eating holiday meals; attending Christmas parties; visiting with Santa Claus; handling holiday candy, cookies, fruitcakes, & fudge.


“After the first of the year” is what the Hearne office of the Texas Department of State Health Services is saying about the upcoming availability of free swine flu shots in Hearne & Robertson County.

A U.S. Senator from Alaska recently announced that the U.S. Postal Service is resuming a program that allows volunteer elves to open & help respond to thousands of letters sent to Santa Claus every year in care of the North Pole, Alaska post office.

This important letter-responding program had been halted due to ever-tightening privacy concerns.


The elves & villagers at the North Pole were incensed by the suspension of this letter program.  Begun in 1954, it was a revered holiday tradition in the North Pole, where the temperature on Thanksgiving morning was six degrees below zero (fahrenheit).

According to the Associated Press, this is the place “where the light posts are curved & striped like candy canes” & the streets are named after some of the holiday’s most endearing characters.


Thanks to federal intervention, the volunteer elves will keep their yuletide letter-writing gigs.  Timely letters mailed to Santa in care of the North Pole, Alaska should receive responses from “you know who”.


Letters to Santa can also be sent to the Hearne Democrat at 120 W Third Street.  These will be published in an upcoming edition of this newspaper for all (including Santa) to see.


Letters to Santa can also be dropped off in a special mailbox that Postmaster Roland Sanchez has set-up at the Hearne Post Office at 600 W First Street.  Letters placed in this box will be hand-delivered to Jolly Ole Saint Nick when he is in town for the “Rocking Around The Christmas Tree” Hearne Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 12 beginning at 2 PM.


You, your loved ones, neighbors, work colleagues, fellow church-goers, & friends should plan on attending this communitywide event as a spectator or participating in it as part of a parade entry.


Entry forms are available at First Star Bank, AMA’s, Hearne City Hall, & in the take-one box outside the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.  This form can also be printed from the Hearne Chamber’s website at www.hearnetexas.info & by following the link posted at www.twitter.com/hearnetexasinfo.

After the parade, children & their adults can go to the clubhouse at Ruben Gomez Eastside Park to visit with Santa, enjoy a cup of hot chocolate, & listen to Christmas carols.  Letters to Santa can also be hand-delivered to the big guy in the red suit with white fur at that time.


When discussing the recent North Pole dilemma with a longtime Hearne resident, he said, “While our new streetlights might not look like candy canes, downtown Hearne is ‘beginning to look a lot like Christmas’ with all of its new holiday decorations.”

On his television program, Jerry Seinfeld had an on-going feud with telephone solicitors.  In one episode, when he asked if he could call the solicitor back at home, the person on the other end of the line hesitated.


To that, Seinfeld said, "Oh, you don't like being called at home?  Now you know how I feel!"  Then, he hung up.


If you feel the same way, you can limit the number of unwanted telephone calls you receive by entering your telephone number(s) into the Federal Trade Commission’s national do not call registry at www.donotcall.gov.  A similar service, www.texasnocall.com, is operated by the Texas Public Utility Commission.


Crossroads Reports appear weekly in the Hearne Democrat & are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or Hearne Democrat.

