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What do the latest issues of Texas Co-op Power and Texas Highways magazines have in common?  They both have major multi-page spreads on the Hearne WWII POW Camp!


This month’s Texas Co-op Power has, not one, but two articles on Camp Hearne.  “Former German POW at Home in Texas” tells Heino Erickson’s story of being a POW in Hearne.  The title of Camp Hearne’s second article in this publication speaks for itself, “Excavating Forgotten History: Camp Hearne Museum Tells the Story of German POWs.”


Texas Co-op Power magazine is the largest circulation monthly magazine in Texas.  This publication goes to more than one million homes and businesses.  Read by approximately three million people, it serves rural, small town, and suburban Texans who are members of electric cooperatives (like Navasota Valley Electric Co-op). 
It is interesting to note that Franklin’s Bobby Sullivan, who formerly headed-up Robertson County’s local electric cooperative, served in his younger years as a guard at Camp Hearne.  Sullivan himself is a repository of information about Camp Hearne.


The December issue of Texas Highways has a three-page article entitled “Camp Hearne: Life in a Texas POW Camp.”  Texas Highways bills itself as “the official travel magazine of Texas.”  Published by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), this publication has a circulation of over 200,000.  
TxDOT’s local representative, Connie Flickinger, says:  “How exciting for Camp Hearne to be highlighted in Texas Highways Magazine!  Hearne is blessed with a rich and unique history and now, thanks to a lot of hard work from local folks, that history is being shared.  Texas Highways is a wonderful magazine and has a significant readership (not just in Texas but throughout the United States and also internationally).  This kind of exposure should help bring in visitors who wouldn't otherwise know about exciting places like Camp Hearne and the Hearne Depot.”

A large blue dollop at the top of the Texas Highways article even tells readers to “Tour Hearne’s Historic Train Depot.”  Hearne’s positive statewide publicity trilogy began when the May/June 2011 issue of the Texas Historical Commission’s Medallion magazine had an article about the Hearne Depot’s grand opening.

Hyperlinks to the Texas Co-op Power and Texas Highways articles are provided at the Hearne chamber’s website at www.hearnetexas.info. 

Lots of folks are commenting favorably about the new maroon and white “Welcome To Hearne” signs that were recently placed at the north and south ends of town.  James Shear with Custom S Lawn & Tree Service is doing the landscaping on both of these signs which will soon be illuminated.

Shear recently transformed the renovated Hearne Clubhouse grounds into a place of beauty.  San Augustine grass from David Browning’s A&G Turf Farms now blankets the grounds.  Flowerbeds with strategically positioned rocks are now planted with knock-out red roses that will be in full bloom next Spring and Summer.  The underground sprinkler system is once again operational.  Several of Hearne’s old-timey streetlights, custom-made people’s park benches, and trash cans are on their way to the clubhouse.  Call Hearne City Hall at 979.279.3461 to reserve the clubhouse for your next family gathering or business event. 


As we approach the holiday season, Hearne Mayor Ruben Gomez urges public-spirited citizens to donate to the city’s canned food drive to help feed people in Hearne and Robertson County.  Just drop-off canned goods in the special collection boxes at Hearne City Hall.  The city will then take all of this food to Progressive Missionary Baptist Church’s food pantry.
Hearne’s “Choo-Choo Crossroads Christmas” parade and depot Christmas party will begin at 6PM on Saturday, December 17.  Local individuals and organizations are encouraged to participate in the parade either as observers or as parade entrants.  Entry forms are in the take-one box outside of the Hearne Chamber and at some local merchants.    

Crossroads Reports appear periodically in the Robertson County News & are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or the Robertson County News.
