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Eyesore hotels are gone.  Two new businesses (with fifty new employees) now hum with activity 24/7.  Lots of truckers who used to just drive through town are now spending money in Hearne.  School and charter buses, passenger vehicles are frequenting the Love’s/McDonald’s combo.  These six month old facilities are rumored to be years ahead of their sales projections.

Did you know that Love’s sells tablet computers, navigational systems, GPS units, radar detectors, USB flash drives, and other consumer electronics?  With work coats, t-shirts, ragdolls, radio-controlled helicopters, and model cars in stock, there is no need to drive elsewhere since these and other items can now be purchased off the shelf around the clock in Hearne.

The Love’s/McDonald’s $6 million facility is having a significant impact upon local sales tax collections (even though fuel is not subject to local sales tax).  City of Hearne sales tax is assessed on 2% of amounts spent on taxable items.  Half of this money goes to city coffers; the other half is equally divided between Hearne’s 4A and 4B Sales Tax Boards.  Here is a comparison of last year’s versus this year’s data:


Since Love’s/McDonald’s opened at the end of May, 2011, Hearne’s sales tax collections have been on the rise.  So far this year, Hearne is up almost 16% over last year’s sales tax collections (with only eleven months counted).  After the November, 2011 payment (for October’s collection), the city had raked-in a total of $675,880 in net sales tax payments.  At the same time last year, total collections stood at $584,355.  That is an increase of $91,525 so far this year (not counting the big remaining month with holiday and highway football traffic and 1,000+ temporary workers in the county).  

At this pace, Hearne’s total sales tax collections may soon eclipse those of $740,000 during the 2009 banner year in which Luminant’s Oak Grove power plant was being built, local oil and gas activities were at their peak.  Only time will tell how Love’s/McDonald’s will further add to Hearne’s sales tax collections in 2012 during its first full year of operation.

The Love’s/McDonald’s combo is just the city’s newest and most visible major sales tax producing business.  Other hard-working Hearne businesses are doing their parts to increase their bottom lines while generating revenues upon which city and state sales taxes are based.

Since much of Hearne’s business is highway-driven, fluctuating traffic loads greatly influence local sales tax collections.  Expected increased traffic on interstate-comparable TX6 north of Hearne should bring even more vehicles to town in the years ahead.


 While 2011 has been a good year for Hearne, a couple of new and very promising economic development prospects are in the offing for next year.  Others are being pursued.  The year will start-off with the January grand opening of Hearne’s new St. Joseph Express.  Expect to see more positive Hearne developments announced in 2012.


With two tall metal poles already in the ground, the Hearne Depot’s scrolling marquee sign is slated to be installed on Thursday, December 1.  While the electricity is already there, a cable line has to be run under the tracks and brick sidewalk to connect the sign to a computer inside the depot.

Donate to the Hearne Depot and get unique presents to give current and former Hearnites, railroaders, and railfanners.  $5 donations get a depot refrigerator magnet.  $20 donations get an 8x10 nighttime, snow, or 1909 depot photo.  $150+ donations get a glass insulator lamp complete with antique brass base and shade.  Visit the depot Weds – Sat, 11 - 4.

Hearne’s “Choo-Choo Crossroads” Christmas Parade and Depot Christmas Party are Saturday, December 17 starting at 6 PM.  Posters and parade entry forms are in many local businesses, at Hearne City Hall, and at the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

Crossroads Reports appear periodically in the Robertson County News & are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or the Robertson County News.
