Happy Thanksgiving!
Hearne’s 2008 “Choose Your Own Theme” Christmas Parade will occur on Saturday, December 13, starting at 10:30 AM in downtown Hearne along the same route as last year.  Local churches, schools, employers, organizations, families, & individuals are asked to choose their own holiday theme & start planning their parade entries.

Parade entry forms are in the take-one box outside of the Hearne Chamber of Commerce at 304 South Market Street. If no one is in the office, just slide completed entry forms under the front door at the chamber.
Johnny Reb’s Dixie Café in Hearne has been picked as one of Texas Monthly’s “Best Small-Town Cafés.”  Read all about it in the most recent edition of “Texas Monthly” magazine.   Congratulations to Johnny Patranella, Sharon Zeig, & the Dixie crew!  

Totally separate & apart from Texas Monthly’s announcement about the Dixie, some Pizza Hut big-wigs were recently scheduled to fly into the Hearne Airport to visit with Johnny et. al. about Hearne’s highly successful Pizza Hut restaurant but overcast skies forced the plane to land in BCS instead.  This won’t have to happen after the Hearne Airport’s new GPS navigational approach system is put in place next year.

An open house will be held at the Hearne Depot when the current restoration is complete.  This open house will be similar to the one held last Sunday at Franklin’s beautifully restored Carnegie Library.


The Hearne Depot was built in 1901.  Here is what was happening that year:

January 1, 1901 - World celebrates the start of the 20th Century.

January 10 – Spindletop, Texas’ first big oil gusher, is discovered in Beaumont.

January 22 - Edward VII becomes King of England after his mother, Queen Victoria, dies.

January 24 – First games played in baseball’s American League.


March 4 - President William McKinley inaugurated for 2nd term as president.

April 25 - New York becomes first state to require automobile license plates.

May 1 – Pan-American Exposition opens in Buffalo, NY.

May 30 - First Memorial Day observed in US.


June 24 - First exhibition by Pablo Picasso (19) opens in Paris.

July 2 – Butch Cassidy & Sundance Kid rob train in Montana.

August 22 - Cadillac Motor Company forms.

August 30 - Vacuum cleaner is patented.

September 1 - Construction begins on New York Stock Exchange.

September 2 – US Vice President Theodore Roosevelt advises, "Speak softly and carry a big stick".

September 6 – US President William McKinley shot.

September 14 – McKinley dies; Theodore Roosevelt succeeds him.

October 12 - Roosevelt renames "Executive Mansion," "The White House".


December 2 – Gillette patents first disposable razor.


December 3 - Roosevelt begins “trust-busting” crusade against big monopolies.

December 12 - Guliermo Marconi receives the first trans-Atlantic radio signal; it is Morse code for the letter "S."


In 1901 –


Joseph D. Sayers was governor of Texas.

First prototype Harley-Davidson was created.

Animator Walt Disney, actors Gary Cooper, Clark Gable, & Marlene Dietrich, jazz musician Louis Armstrong, & television host Ed Sullivan were born.

Hearne railroad depot was constructed.

Check elsewhere in this week’s Hearne Democrat to find the color traffic count map which should have appeared in last week’s newspaper.

Robertson County Newspapers are now online at www.robconews.com.  To view Crossroads Reports at this site, click on “editorial” on the maroon tool bar at the top right corner of the splash page.  Under Hearne Democrat, choose “editorial” again.  Links to Crossroads Reports & Shannon Scasta’s weekly columns should appear.  You must be a registered user to access full newspaper content online.

Some two hundred Crossroads Reports appearing in this newspaper since early 2005 are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, or Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

