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A white silhouette of a six-foot tall snowman with a red tie & blue hat accentuates downtown Hearne’s night sky.  A red candle with a yellow flame in a green base shines brightly on the light pole across the street.  Farther down the block, a white-winged, trumpeting angel with a golden horn signals the coming of Christmas.  On a cross street, a double bell with a bright red bow looks like it is ringing in the New Year.  


On Fourth Street, the recently juiced-up City Café neon sign is going through its colorful paces against the dark of the night & the pinkish/orange glow of downtown’s twenty-six new 150-watt high pressure sodium nostalgic streetlights.

A lighted Christmas tree will soon be the focal point of downtown Hearne’s new decorations.  Before the tree was even put in place & decorated, lots of people were driving around downtown & looking at the new Christmas lights.

New black & white street signs with decorative finials on top of them are being installed throughout downtown.  These signs are reproductions of the ones which formerly graced Hearne’s residential neighborhoods.  New highly reflective stop signs are also being installed downtown.

The eight sixties-style curved silver-colored metal traffic sign arms that were at two downtown intersections are gone.  The no longer used overhead street lights in downtown will hopefully soon be removed.  After all, why spend all of that time, effort, & money creating a new & improved nostalgic look for downtown only to leave those old & unused interstate-looking arched lights looming overhead as a visual distraction?


Hearne’s 2009 “Rocking Around The Christmas Tree" parade will be held on Saturday, December 12 at 2 PM.  Parade chair & Hearne Chamber of Commerce board member Sylvia Montelongo promises “the best parade ever.”

Parade entry forms are available at First Star Bank, AMA’s, Hearne City Hall, & in the take-one box outside the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.  This form can also be printed from the Hearne Chamber’s website at www.hearnetexas.info & by following the link posted at www.twitter.com/hearnetexasinfo.


The Hearne Chamber of Commerce is once again providing lots & lots of FREE peppermint candy to be tossed out by the handfuls – pounds & pounds of it – by the Grand Marshall & Santa Claus at this year’s Christmas parade. 

These individually-wrapped, red & white treats are a mixture of “Bob’s Sweet Stripes” (a soft mint candy) & “Brach’s Classic Starlight Mints” (a hard mint candy).  While the miniature candy canes may be more attractive, many no longer resemble candy canes after they hit the ground or are stepped on.

This sugar- & syrup-laden candy is fat free, contains no sodium, & is naturally flavored.  Never mind that just three pieces of it contain 15 carbohydrate grams & 60 calories!

The parade’s Grand Marshall & Santa Claus are not the only ones who will be giving away candy.  Lots of other parade participants bring candy of their own to toss into the crowds.  After the parade passes, everyone can help “Keep Hearne Clean” by picking-up the candy that’s usually strewn all over downtown streets.


The old Hearne Lumber Company gates are now in place at the entrance to the Hearne Depot south of the intersection of Ninth & Austin Streets.  Hearne Chamber of Commerce board member David Deaver volunteered three days of his time as he helped his son Chad weld these two sets of double gates into place.

These heavy metal, sturdily constructed, old black gates are pretty banged-up in several places.  Last week, when four Robertson County EMS employees were picking-up Christmas Parade entry forms & looking at the depot as a possible site for an upcoming health fair, they saw the gates being installed.


“My dad once drove a fire truck through a set of those locked gates to get to a fire on the other side of them,” Adam Gallagher reported (explaining the reason behind the more than well-used condition of two of these gates).

Have a happy holiday!  Don’t forget to: (1) take the family on a night-time drive through downtown Hearne to see the Christmas lights & (2) attend or participate in this year’s free candy harvest (Christmas Parade) on Saturday, December 12 at 2 PM.
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