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J&R Wings (979.279.2900) at 1101 South Market Street will have its official grand-opening on Wednesday, November 9.  While everyone is invited to the Hearne Chamber’s 10 AM ribbon-cutting for owner Johnny Turner and his crew, this new to TX6 business will offer half price specials all day long on grand opening day. 
In addition to selling chicken wings in lots of different flavors (honey BBQ, garlic, lemon-pepper, mild, sweet & sour, Cajun, honey glaze, fire hot, teriyaki, garlic parmesan, sweet & spicy, sweet & spicy hot, and Hawaiian), Johnny serves tasty fried fish plates and chicken tenders with gravy.  Get food and beverages for eat-in dining, to-go, or delivered to large gatherings in Hearne.  Side orders include French fries, onion rings, coleslaw, potato salad, stuffed peppers, macaroni & cheese, as well as baked beans.
Chevy Corn (from Corn Collision Center next door) highly recommends Johnny’s Kool-Aid (offered in strawberry, grape, and lemonade).  Hours of operation are Monday through Thursday from 11 AM to 11 PM, Friday and Saturday from 11 AM to 1 AM, Sunday from noon to 10 PM.

The 2011-2012 Robertson County Ziplocal phonebook lacks one big thing – the residential white pages!  That said, this latest Robertson County book is the best available countywide business directory with seven pages of white page listings for Robertson County businesses.  These, however, are tucked away behind 106 pages of yellow page advertisements (some of which hawk internet and 800 number companies that are in direct competition with local businesses).  In recent years, the Hearne Chamber had been working with Ziplocal’s predecessor companies to correct incomplete and inaccurate local business information in this phonebook.

This year’s book is not simply a printing error.  The glaring omission reflects a conscious “corporate decision” to discontinue the residential white pages.  The company just did the same thing in Milam County.  In an e-mail, Ziplocal’s Orem, Utah-based Acting Chief Executive Officer Mike Anderson explains:
 “Recently there has been significant pressure on our industry to do a better job eliminating paper waste.  In both number of pages published as well as number of books distributed, Ziplocal proactively has looked for ways to reduce our page counts.”

“We had independent research regarding the usage of directories and the results were hard to ignore - less than 10% of consumers ever used a directory to find a residential listing.  The two reasons are the quality of the data by the time the book goes to print and the ease of the internet.” 
“Today, with so many people using cellular phones as their main phone line, we found that our data was less and less complete.  Cellular companies do not share their listings with us and, even if they did, people switch phones and numbers so often that it would be inaccurate data.”

Ziplocal will send people who still depend on the white page residential listings a free copy upon request.  Just call 888.341.1201 (press “3” for customer service) or go to www.ziplocal.com/print-please.  Local businesses can call this same number and press ”2” to reach the advertising department.  
According to Mr. Anderson, the company felt that eliminating the residential white pages for everyone and then offering others the ability to opt in and receive them was their best solution.   You can view Robertson County’s virtual phonebook (including local white page residential and business listings) at the Hearne chamber’s website at www.hearnetexas.info.  Look for the red “Online County Phonebook” link at the very bottom of the welcome page.
One local business owner suggested that eliminating some of our numerous and duplicative local phone books would save lots of trees.  Another business owner thought that his advertising dollars were helping pay to have local residential phone numbers listed in this directory as a public service.  Yet another person put last year’s red phonebook with the yellow tulip on its front cover in his office safe.
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