C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The November 18, 2009
Hearne Democrat Newspaper

“Rocking around the Christmas tree, let the Christmas spirit ring.  Later we'll have some pumpkin pie, & we'll do some caroling.” 


“You will get a sentimental feeling, when you hear, voices singing ‘let's be jolly, deck the halls with boughs of holly.’”


“Rocking around the Christmas tree, have a happy holiday.  Everyone's dancing merrily, in a new old-fashioned way."


“Rocking Around The Christmas Tree" (a song recorded by Brenda Lee in 1958) is the theme for the 2009 Hearne Christmas parade which will be held on Saturday, December 12, at 2 PM.

See the color ad in this week’s Hearne Democrat.  The chamber has also posted fliers around town.

Parade entry forms are available at First Star Bank, AMA’s, Hearne City Hall, & in the take-one box outside the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.  This form can also be printed from the Hearne Chamber’s website at www.hearnetexas.info & by following the links in the latest Hearne Christmas parade tweets at www.twitter.com/hearnetexasinfo.


“Local businesses & schools should be receiving something in the mail real soon about this year’s parade,” says Sylvia Montelongo, the Hearne Chamber of Commerce board member who is this year’s parade-planning chair.


First Star Bank is the 2009 Christmas Parade’s primary sponsor.

Brenda Lee’s song is relevant to Hearne this year in two respects.


First, the city is reviving the tradition of placing a Christmas tree in the middle of the Magnolia & Fourth Street intersection.  So, for the first time in years, local residents can rock around Hearne’s Christmas tree.

The City of Hearne has budgeted for a new Christmas tree stand that will soon be built & placed in this intersection.  Jimmy Tidwell has donated a tree.  The city is providing new strings of Christmas tree lights, other decorations, & plans to enter one or more floats in this year’s parade.

Second, people are now able to enjoy downtown Hearne “in a new old-fashioned way.”

New street-side Christmas lights, old-timey reproduction streetlights, fresh paint, specially-made sturdy metal park benches, replica trash cans, a re-lit & re-hung old City Café neon sign (thanks to a generous donation from Luminant Power), & vintage-looking street signs – all promise to add to the merriment of this year’s Christmas festivities.  Just think about what these will do for downtown’s on-going ambiance!

Don’t forget to notice the commercial district’s recently chip-sealed & freshly striped streets.

Lots of folks around town have been working to get a variety of tasks accomplished in time for this year’s Christmas parade.  The City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, the Hearne Chamber of Commerce, & quite a few downtown businesses & property owners have all contributed towards this community cause.  First Victoria National Bank even purchased the street light for its corner.

Last week, civic-minded volunteer Mayor Ruben Gomez was seen spraying the last of a dozen or so downtown buildings that he’s painted with his own sprayer in recent months.  Most of the paint was purchased at discounted prices from Hearne’s Car Quest. 

“I just want to make our downtown look good,” said a sweaty mayor who had gray paint smeared all over his clothes.


Months ago, Pastor Jim Pemberton volunteered his time to build twenty new “people’s park benches” for downtown.  Hearne Steel & GATX made cost-saving contributions.  The local Knights of Columbus helped move & install these benches.

In recent days, the city installed ten new streetlights along Cedar Street.  These, plus the fourteen new Magnolia Street lights, make downtown look bigger, brighter, more cosmopolitan, & classier.  Seven more streetlight poles are already on the ground in Hearne, slated for installation along TX6 in 2010.

It’s the same old downtown, only better!  But, don’t take my word for it.  Day or night, go downtown & judge for yourself.

I’ve saved the really big, breaking news for last.  Through special arrangement with the North Pole, jolly ‘ole Saint Nick is scheduled to make a quick dash into town to participate in this year’s parade & meet with Hearne kids of all ages.

If Kris Kringle can volunteer his time to make that long trip to bring good tidings to Hearne, surely you & your kin can spare an hour or so to come downtown & watch or join-in our local Christmas parade (particularly if there’s FREE candy involved).

Here’s a New Year’s resolution suggestion: get a swine flu shot.  Hearne’s office of Texas State Health Services reports that free swine flu shots won’t be available in Hearne until after the first of the year. 


Crossroads Reports appear weekly in the Hearne Democrat & are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or Hearne Democrat.

