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Two new stores are opening on TX6 in Hearne this week.  Expect ribbon-cuttings for both of these enterprises in the near future.  Stoney’s Liquor Store anchors a new three-store retail center on TX6 north above Sandy Creek. J&R Wings is open for business on TX6 south next door to Corn Collision Center.
The foundation has been poured; initial plumbing work has been done; wooden studs now frame a building that is being enclosed.  Sidewalks and parking lots will soon appear.  Hearne’s new 4,600+ square foot St. Joseph Express is taking shape on TX6 just south of the Holiday Inn Express.
St. Joseph’s is the first structure in what will likely become a medical park complex on the two-acre site that could include up to two other stand-alone facilities to be leased by tenants who will help serve the health care needs of Robertson County residents and others nearby.  With a targeted St. Joseph completion date of December 15, expect to see lots more progress made on this new Hearne urgent care facility that will soon be open extended hours on weekdays as well as on holidays and weekends.

As a reminder to people who might be driving out of county to obtain treatments for themselves or their loved ones, downtown Hearne’s DaVita Kidney Dialysis Clinic (which opened a couple of years ago) is accepting transfers as well as new patients.

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) produces traffic count maps that provide conservative local traffic estimates (probably taken on an average Tuesday or Wednesday).  On holiday and Aggie event weekends, these numbers are far greater.

In 2009, Hearne averaged 18,700 vehicles per day (that’s almost seven million vehicles per year).  Hearne’s average traffic volume was very close to the 19,300 vehicles per day the north edge of Bryan gets (where Business 6 and TX6 split at the bypass).
At roughly half of Hearne’s traffic volume, Calvert and Franklin were neck and neck with each other at 9,600 and 9,300 vehicles a day (respectively).  Bremond averaged 2,600 vehicles per day.  Cameron had 11,800; Caldwell had 16,900; Rockdale had 17,200 vehicles per day.
Increasing highway traffic is what is driving Hearne’s retail growth.  Improvements to TX6 north of Hearne will bring more traffic our direction.  Significant hotel and other retail building activities are soon expected in Bryan/College Station due to the fact that A&M recently joined the Southeastern Conference.  Some of this expansion will likely wind up in Hearne and Robertson County.
Whether it is existing businesses or new ones, we don’t want A&M event participants and other travelers to simply pass through town.  We want ever-increasing numbers of this ever-increasing highway traffic to stay, eat, and spend money in Hearne and Robertson County.
Have you been inside Robertson County’s new courthouse annex yet?  All Robertson County residents can take a great deal of pride in this beautiful new office building that will serve the county governmental needs of residents and visitors for the next one hundred years.  A stunning new district courtroom on the uppermost floor is this new building’s crowning jewel.
County government had long-since outgrown the old courthouse (originally built in 1882 to serve far fewer residents and employees).  This venerable old building will soon be remodeled.
For a good time and some free BBQ, sign-up to be a taster at the Saturday, October 15 Robertson County Go Texan International BBQ Cookers Association-sanctioned cook-off at the FM 485 Go Texan building in Hearne.  Lots of volunteer taster judges are needed starting at 11 AM on this Saturday to help sample pork spare ribs, brisket, chicken, and dry pinto beans.  To sign-up to be a taster judge, call Cole McKinney at 979.255.1554.
Robertson County Go Texan will also host a fundraising dinner and dance at Fireman’s Hall on Saturday, October 15.  For a $15 admission charge, you can enjoy a BBQ plate (from 5 - 8 PM) along with a concert/dance (from 8 PM - 1 AM) featuring Chris Kleiber and the Felony Brothers.
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