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“Folks can see all the improvements taking place around town,” commented longtime Hearne Mayor Ruben Gomez. “I just wish more people knew about the positive things happening at the airport.” 

The City of Hearne and its 4A Sales Tax Board have been working together for almost a decade to improve the Hearne Municipal Airport.  While some changes (like new runway lighting, runway resurfacing, and remodeled pilots lounge) are readily apparent, other activities (like three government-mandated studies) aren’t so obvious.

The most visible recent change is the building of four large new aircraft hangars.  The city provided a long-term land lease to a pair of private investors who are building these hangars at their own expense.  Some of these hangars will be for the investors’ private use; others will be leased to pilots to store their planes.
With lots of changes taking place at Bryan’s Coulter Field, increasing numbers of pilots are voicing an interest in possibly relocating their planes from Bryan to Hearne.  If sufficient need exists, even more new hangars might be erected on-site.

The old fuel farm has been removed.  With prerequisite studies done and funding secured (75% federal/25% county-city match), TxDOT Aviation is now working to install a brand new fuel farm that should be operational by this summer.  

The Federal Aviation Administration is putting the finishing touches on a new GPS navigational approach for LHB (the FAA’s Hearne Airport identifier).  When it is up and running, pilots can easily land and take-off in inclement weather.  The City of Hearne is also moving forward with plans to annex some 523 acres of city-owned property that includes the airport, Camp Hearne, and Hearne Industrial Park.

Hearne Municipal Airport is the county’s only general aviation airport.  Small private jets and propeller driven planes often carry passengers bound for local farming and ranching enterprises, power plants and coal mines, local oil and gas field exploration, production, and distribution operations, as well as others conducting various business and personal activities in our area.  With the above improvements, expect to see increased air traffic at the Hearne Airport.
Though some had hopes that skydivers would inject some high-flying excitement into the Hearne Airport, the skydivers are gone.  When it comes to recreational air sports, future ultra-light and radio-controlled jet championships will likely be held annually at the Hearne Airport.

Two attractive new maroon and white “Welcome to Hearne” signs have been ordered.  One will replace the sign on the south side of town.  The old sign will be relocated to FM485 near the airport.  Another new welcome sign will be placed on TxDOT property just north of AMA’s.  The old sign near Rucker’s BBQ will remain in place with the sign flipped over and its message changed.  

Both of these professionally landscaped new signs will be illuminated at night.  Two sets of prismatic blue TxDOT-approved “Visitor Information Center” and “Clinic” highway signs have been ordered for installation on TX6 near the depot and the under-construction St. Joseph Express.
The Hearne Lions Club chili bean & cornbread supper will be held at the former junior high school cafeteria on Cypress Street next to the football field this Friday, October 21, from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.    Tickets to the all-you-can-eat chili supper are $6 a plate.  

Watch for the Camp Hearne advertisements on KBTX this week!  The Hearne WWII POW Camp is sponsoring “A Day in the Life” WWII Living History Event from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturday, October 22.  This Camp Hearne event will explore a day in the life of an American GI, an enemy prisoner of war, and a rural home-front community during the early 1940s.  Hearne’s Miles Scrivener American Legion post will host a special program to honor our area’s WWII veterans to start the day at 10 a.m.  Come and go as you wish.  Re-enactments start at 11 a.m.  Go to www.camphearne.com for more information.
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