C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The January 25, 2006
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
At its January 23 meeting, the Hearne City Council passed a resolution supporting a Texas Yes! Rural Beautification Program grant application.  If approved, the City of Hearne could receive up to $5,000 in matching funds under this Texas Department of Agriculture funding program.

The Hearne grant application calls for the placement of ten decorative light poles with lumieres on top.  These aggregate light poles with frosted & ribbed acrylic covers are reproductions of the streetlights which formerly graced Hearne’s downtown commercial district.  A short version of one of Hearne’s original streetlights with an original glass lumiere on top is on display at the Hearne Chamber of Commerce office.

If funding is obtained, these exterior light fixtures will be placed in groups of four at the corners of Third & Magnolia Streets & Fourth & Magnolia Streets.  Two would also be placed in Guy Chandler Park.  These lights will replace the flimsy old black metal light fixtures with smokey glass covers at these street corners & the wooden fixtures at Guy Chandler Park.  The existing light fixtures would be used elsewhere in the city.

Efforts are being made to get the new Hearne ISD facilities, the to-be-built First State Bank branch, and other businesses coming to town to place reproductions of the Hearne streetlights on their properties.  This would help create a unique Hearne look that is evocative of years past.  

The reproduction light poles & lumieres are part of an effort to improve the appearance of Hearne’s downtown commercial district.  City streets have recently been chip-sealed; historic buildings have been inventoried; several historic buildings have been renovated.  

Three old neon signs (two at Wilson Drug, one at Heartfield-Ritter Funeral Home) have already been restored.  Funding campaigns are being planned to try to get three other old neon signs (City Café, Chatmas Theater, & Queen Theater) restored or replicated in the years ahead.  These signs might be lit between Thanksgiving & Christmas each year to add a little more sparkle to downtown during the holidays.

The old City Café neon sign had been sitting in a partially exposed shed at the back of city hall for several years.  It has recently been cleaned-up.  It now rests on its side, away from the elements, in the Hearne Chamber of Commerce conference room.  


The old Chatmas Theater neon sign now hangs on the side of a barn outside Corsicana.  While the old Queen Theater neon sign is apparently long gone, Jenny Cooper recently dropped off a picture of Hearne from the 1950s.  The Aggie band’s participation in a Hearne parade is the focal point of this photo.  A full view of the old Queen Theater sign is clearly visible in the background.

Other future downtown improvements might include: better maintenance & upkeep of Guy Chandler Park; on-going clean-up of downtown alleys; removal of the cement islands which catch water; removal & relocation of the stop & street signs throughout downtown; creation of a Downtown Hearne Merchants Association; clean-up & demolition of blighted buildings in downtown Hearne; creation of a Downtown Hearne Industrial Park; development of a program that encourages commercial building owners to remove paint, plaster, & slipcover facades to reveal the architectural details of historic storefronts.  These improvements would be coordinated with & would complement the upcoming restoration of Hearne’s turn-of-the-century railroad depot and preservation of Camp Hearne.

A couple of years ago, Hearne was one of the first cities in Texas to receive Preserve America community status from the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  Over the past year or so, Texas A&M graduate students have been preparing a Certified Local Government application for submission to the Texas Historical Commission.  If CLG status is obtained, the City of Hearne would likely qualify for grant monies to further improve the downtown historic district.  

I normally spend time in the office most Saturdays writing the weekly Crossroads Report and preparing for the upcoming week.  This past Saturday, however, turned out to be a busier than usual workday.

Around 9 AM, Hearne City Councilman & local Edward Jones representative Brad Ely dropped by.  A little later, Robertson County Commissioner & Hearne 4A Sales Tax Board Member Jim Davis stopped by to check on the status of Union Pacific’s clean-up activities around Hearne.

From 10 AM until noon, Paul Jackson & a dozen or so folks met in the Hearne Chamber of Commerce conference room to plan this October’s Hearne High School reunion.  All classes which graduated from HHS in the 1950s will be included in this fall’s reunion.  It is hoped that Paul & his group will help raise the needed funds for some of the neon signs above.

At the same time this group was meeting at the chamber, I attended the Martin Luther King Brunch at the Daryl Moody Center.  This event was sponsored by the Chums Club, Blackshear Alumni Association, & Robertson County NAACP.  Half a dozen or so candidates for county office in the March 7 Robertson County Democratic primary attended this important event.

Shortly after noon, Hearne 4B Sales Tax Board Member & local doctor of chiropractic Marc Catalina dropped by the chamber office to show his wife, Nicole, some of the latest additions to the building.  Among these items are two old painted Mahogany display cases recently donated to the chamber by Hearne 4B Sales Tax Board Member Bart Lockhart.  

These large old cases with mirrored sliding doors were formerly used in at Culpepper Jewelry, which was part of the location from which Lockhart’s Furniture & Appliance now operates.  Cliff & Veronica Hopcus believe that many a Hearne couple (including them) likely purchased their wedding rings out of these now beautifully restored wooden display cases.

At 2 PM Saturday afternoon, I was in Wheelock making a presentation on Robertson County history to a meeting of the Mary O’Neal McCuistion chapter of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT).  My presentation outlined the wide variety of information that is online at the Robertson County Historical Commission’s award-winning website at www.robertsoncounty.info.

The DRT group met in a log cabin adjacent to the historic Cavitt House.  My aunt Charlene Bush, of Franklin, is president of the Robertson County DRT chapter.  Four of my first cousins – Mary Schultz, Susan Meadors, Kathy Pierce, & Lisa Sanders – are local DRT members.  All but Lisa attended Saturday’s meeting along with several others whose ancestors came to Texas during the Republic of Texas period (1836 – 1845).

On Sunday, my dad and I drove around Robertson County watching it rain!

Crossroads Report appears weekly in the Hearne Democrat.  Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.

Send comments or suggestions to chamber@hearnetexas.info or 304 S. Market Street.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.
