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Thanks to a collaborative effort by the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4B Sales Tax Board, and the Hearne Chamber, fourteen new maroon and white banners now grace TX6 through town.  These mini-billboards are getting rave reviews and are being seen daily by tens of thousands of highway travelers.  Just like Hearne, lots of other communities strut their stuff via roadside banners.

The elegance and refined sensibilities of the Victorian era (the 64-year reign from 1837 through 1901 of England’s Queen Victoria) will be celebrated in Calvert on September 30 and October 1.  Whether folks dress-up in Victorian attire or wear modern-day clothes, this genteel weekend promises lots of fun. 
A welcome reception will be held on Friday, September 30 from 7 – 9 PM at the Gibson-Hensarling home.  Saturday morning will feature a 10 AM to noon open house at the recently restored Katy Hamman-Stricker Women’s Heritage Center.  The 2 – 4 PM Tea at the Barton-Satterwhite home will offer refreshments and home-baked delicacies.  A 7 – 11 PM Gala/Ball at Virginia Field Park Pavilion will include music and dancing. 
Nothing Victorian about it, Robertson County Go Texan is sponsoring an International BBQ Cookers Association-sanctioned cook-off at the FM 485 Go Texan building in Hearne on October 14 and 15.  Cooker entry deadline is October 14.  Cooking rules are posted at www.ibcabbq.org.  Lots of volunteer taster judges are needed starting at 11 AM on Saturday to help sample pork spare ribs, brisket, chicken, and dry pinto beans.  To sign-up to be a taster judge, call Cole McKinney at 979.255.1554.  Get your family members, friends, work colleagues, and groups to which you belong to volunteer!
Robertson County Go Texan will also host a fundraising dinner and dance at Fireman’s Hall on Saturday, October 15.  For a $15 admission charge, you can enjoy a BBQ plate (from 5 - 8 PM) along with a concert/dance (from 8 PM - 1 AM) featuring Chris Kleiber and the Felony Brothers. 

Election season is upon us.  As this will be the first state and federal election since re-districting, here is today’s lay of the land for Robertson County.  Court challenges, however, could change state and federal voting districts.  

The whole of Robertson County is in the seventeenth congressional district which is represented by U.S. Congressman Bill Flores.  This district also includes McLennan, Falls, Burleson, Freestone, Milam, and Brazos counties and parts of Leon, Lee, Bastrop, and Travis counties.  In years past, Robertson County was split between the seventeenth and thirty-first congressional districts.  

Robertson County is in Texas’ fifth senatorial district along with Williamson, Milam, Brazos, Limestone, Freestone, Leon, Madison, Grimes, and Walker counties.  Current officeholder, Texas State Senator Steve Ogden, recently announced that he will not seek re-election.  So, an open senate seat is up for grabs.  

The new fifty-seventh Texas House of Representatives district bears little resemblance to its former self.  Current Texas State Representative Marva Beck will have a reconfigured district of several counties southeast of us.  Our new twelfth state house district stretches from eastern McLennan County to the rural areas of Brazos County.  This open-seat district also includes Robertson, Limestone, and Falls counties.

Robertson County’s tax assessor-collector, sheriff, district attorney, precinct 1 and 3 county commissioners, and four constables are on the ballot for the Tuesday, March 6 primary.  City and school board elections will be Saturday, May 12.

Re-districting and a senator’s re-election decision are not this election year’s only changes.  A new Texas law requires voters to present a valid state or federal photo ID (like a driver's license, personal ID card, military ID, passport, or concealed handgun permit) to vote.  Prior to January 1, 2012, Texas voters could present documents without photos (like utility bills or paycheck stubs) if they did not have a voter registration card or photo ID.

Although this new photo voter ID law is being challenged in the courts, voters still have several months to get their photo IDs ready for the March 2012 primaries.
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