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The reproduction black & white street signs that will soon be placed on downtown street corners have arrived minus some critical, hard-to-find bolts which are now on order.  Three more of the old-timey, box-shaped trash cans are here & will soon appear on downtown sidewalks.

Seventeen additional aggregate street light poles & light fixtures were scheduled to be shipped the last week in September.  These should arrive in Hearne real soon.  Ten of them are slated for installation before the mid-December Christmas parade.  The remainder will be put in place next year.
The old City Café neon sign is in position.  Two of the pieces of neon weren’t working or were broken & will be replaced in the near future.  The renovation of this sign was funded by Luminant Power & Hearne’s 4B Sales Tax Board.
Downtown street re-surfacing should be nearing an end with re-striping to occur in the near future.  This City of Hearne project was funded as an infrastructure improvement by Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board.  Thanks for everyone’s patience during the re-surfacing!
Quite a few downtown buildings have been receiving fresh coats of paint.  Downtown merchants have been contributing the paint for their buildings while Mayor Ruben Gomez & Hearne School Board Member Michael Washington have been doing the bulk of the painting.  Most everything has been purchased at Keith Jentsch’s Hearne Car Quest (which is selling us the paint at discounted prices).
Hearne Depot furnishings are slowly getting moved into the building.  Many thanks to Verna & Mike Rachui for allowing us to store many of these items in their spare building next to Rachui Automotive on Brown Street.  Also, a big thank you to the Mary O’Neal McCuiston chapter of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas for their unexpected financial contribution to the depot.
One of the depot’s two waiting rooms is being returned to waiting room status.  Ten, nine-foot long, old wooden benches (from the former church across Fourth Street from Lockhart’s Furniture & Appliances) have been refurbished by the Hearne Chamber & placed back-to-back in one waiting room.  Paul Vaughn of Hearne’s Downtown BBQ & Steakhouse Restaurant donated two of these benches.  The other eight were purchased by the chamber.

David & Sheridan Ely & the chamber purchased a beautiful old oak roll-top desk that is now in one corner of this waiting room.  This desk is reputed to have come out of the Hearne Depot stationmaster’s office.  
Whether it actually is from the Hearne Depot or not, it is a good representative sample of the type of furniture that was being produced around the depot’s 1901 construction date.  Most depot museums (including the ones in Ennis & Rockdale) have desks just like this on display.  Our desk will be used as a work station by the Hearne Depot’s greeter.
Among the benches is a heavy, old, metal, four-foot tall, gas heater which came out of the Calvert depot.  This item is on permanent loan from Richard & Virginia Jackson of Calvert.  
This waiting room’s walls will soon be adorned with passenger train time schedules, train routes, & pictures of some of the Missouri Pacific & Southern Pacific trains that served the Hearne Depot.  An old Regulator clock slowly ticking- & chiming-away on the wall will complete the scene.
The other depot waiting room will be outfitted as a museum showcasing local & transportation history.  All rooms will likely have roller window shades since Venetian blinds didn’t become popular until after the depot’s heyday.
The same day that I called to inquire about the availability of the depot’s neighboring property, Frank Bush, with Bryan Cotton Warehouse (doing business as Bryan Public Warehouse), showed-up at the depot.  This Bryan concern is under a long-term UP lease for the sprawling former Hearne Cotton Compress property (which stretches from the depot to Stark Truss & Fulton Street).

Bush graciously agreed to let Hearne use the northern end of his firm’s leased property free-of-charge as a parking lot for the depot.  The architect’s plans had called for a new depot parking lot that could only be accessed via Cotton Warehouse-leased land.  
A sidewalk will soon be poured to the massive concrete slab that was the old Cotton Compress.  Part of the slab will be striped & a traffic barricade will be installed along TX6 & around the depot.  Depot parking lot access will be via Ninth & Austin Streets.  A set of the old Hearne Lumber Company gates will guard the entrance.
Bush’s property is an ideal spot for chili or BBQ cook-offs, concerts, festivals, Christmas tree lightings, etc.  While this property can be used for charitable fund-raising events, it cannot be used for any business or personal financial purposes.
Hearne’s St. Mary’s Fall Festival is on Sunday, October 4 starting at 11 AM.  National Night Out is Tuesday, October 6 from 6 – 9 PM at Wood Field.  As in the past, the Hearne chamber is paying for the dunking booth.
Check out the latest chamber news at twitter.com/hearnetexasinfo.
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