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“The Event:  A Taste of the Crossroads” was a huge success.  The thirtieth annual Glover Rodeo will be returning to town on September 17 weekend.  Robertson County Go Texan’s first annual BBQ cook-off and concert will be October 14 weekend.  The annual Camp Hearne Living History Event will be October 22.  Then, there is the upcoming “Choo-Choo Crossroads Christmas” parade and depot event in early December.  
The new three unit retail center being built on TX6/US79 is ahead of schedule and plans to open in early October.  Once the site work begins just south of the Holiday Inn Express, it will not take long for Hearne’s new St. Joseph Express to start taking shape.  This new facility is expected to open by year’s end.

Hearne’s new www.tourtexas.com webpage heavily promotes the town, the Hearne Depot, Hearne WWII POW Camp, Hearne Municipal Airport, and downtown Hearne’s historic embellishments.  This webpage states:  “In response to the needs of its residents and the ever-increasing numbers of travelers who come through town, Hearne has experienced a see-change in recent years.  If you have never been to Hearne or have not stopped in Hearne lately, come visit us.  We’re close to Bryan-College Station but not too far!”
Expect to see an updated Hearne listing at another popular website, www.traveltex.com, in early 2012.  You have likely seen some of the millions of dollars of television advertising for this site.  The word “Texas” is branded into a rectangular piece of light brown leather similar to what you would find on a pair of blue jeans.  Next to it is the inscription “It’s like a whole other country.”  This website is maintained by the Texas Governor’s Office of Economic Development and Tourism.
Having interesting narratives about a community in the right places on the internet is only part of the challenge of trying to get people to visit.  To get local places to stay listed on three different Texas travel websites that receive a total of eight million internet visitor hits a year, hotels, bed and breakfasts, chambers, cities, or counties must join the Texas Hotel and Lodging Association. 
Robertson County recently used some of the county’s hotel/motel tax revenues (money collected from people who stay overnight in hotels, bed and breakfasts in Robertson County) to pay for a one-year trial membership with this state hotel and lodging association.  As a result, all places to stay in Robertson County are listed under “lodgings” or “book direct” on the www.tourtexas.com, www.traveltex.com, and www.texaslodging.com websites.  Now, folks will be better able to see all of the places where they can stay in Robertson County when planning trips to this neck of the woods.
A while back, officials with the Bryan/College Station Convention and Visitors Bureau visited several local hotels.  As the result, when Bryan/College Station accommodations fill-up with visitors for Aggie event and other weekends, the “Visit Aggieland” folks now refer overflow guests to Robertson County places to stay.
Expect to see scrolling marquee signs (like those at local banks and schools) installed on the visitor information center grounds at the Carnegie Library in Franklin and the Hearne Depot.  These signs on local highways will soon be advertising local events and local room availability for TEEX Fire School, Aggie Parents’ Weekends, and all sorts of Texas A&M sporting events.

The above advertising is designed to help fill a countywide combined total of some 400 rooms in local hotels, bed and breakfasts that need to be occupied every night.
How can YOU help promote local places to stay?  If you, your family, friends, former classmates, or work colleagues are planning weddings, graduations, family or class reunions, quinceaneras, business meetings, or other events/activities in Robertson County, call a local hotel or bed and breakfast today to book rooms.  After all, if people stay here, they are also liable to eat and shop here.  All of this helps our local economy.
Crossroads Reports appear periodically in the Robertson County News & are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, or the Robertson County News.
