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With its square turrets, brown & yellow paint, & position on the county’s busiest highway, it is certainly the most unique & highly visible building in the county.  
In years gone by, local passenger depots like the one in Hearne were social gathering spots.  Not only could you travel into & out of them from various destinations, but depots were fonts of information.  
In the days before telephones, radios, & televisions, telegraph operators provided the latest news.  The depot was the place to see old friends & meet new ones; to read the newspapers immediately after they were unloaded from the trains; to send & receive communications via telegraph.

With folks from nearby & far away expected to drop in periodically to look at the structure & its exhibits, the depot will once again be the place to be.  Volunteer greeters will soon be needed to serve as hosts & hostesses at the Hearne Depot.  

A volunteer couldn’t ask for a nicer working environment.  With its hardwood floors, two-bladed ceiling fans, beautifully restored antique furnishings, & refined turn-of-the century ambiance, Hearne’s depot is an eye-catcher.
Since the depot’s self-executing displays are designed to tell the story about Hearne’s & Robertson County’s local & railroading history, depot greeters will only need to welcome visitors & answer questions.  Someone else will be available to give guided tours on an as-needed basis.


Just as it has done in recent years, the Hearne Chamber will continue to accept an on-going stream of railroad & local history donations, plan expansion of the existing exhibits, encourage new financial & other contributions to the depot.
The Hearne Chamber has already had several people volunteer to work an afternoon or a morning a week as depot greeters.  Anyone, regardless of age or income, can work as a volunteer at the depot.  What’s more, since the Hearne Depot will be the county’s most visible information center, volunteers from all over Robertson County are needed.

A retired Hearne couple recently decided that volunteering at the depot several hours a week might be a fun & interesting thing to do together.  A lady from Franklin called to say that she’d like to volunteer at the depot a couple of days a week.  She might do it alone; or she might find a friend to volunteer alongside her.  Another retired couple from Hearne said that they will likely volunteer.  A Texas A&M graduate student who lives in Hearne has shown some interest in helping out at the depot.
In recent months, local civic, historic, & other groups have been invited to hold a meeting or two at the depot.  It is hoped that doing this might possibly encourage some of their members to volunteer at this classy new Robertson County venue.  Basic familiarity with the county, its towns & communities is the only prerequisite.
If you are interested in volunteering at the depot, please call the Hearne Chamber today at 979.279.2351.  
Ray Hill, Robertson County’s Veterans Service Officer, is already working out of the depot on Wednesdays & Thursdays.  Time slots for volunteering on other days, including weekend days, are still available.  A group of volunteers is being sought to provide flexible staffing coverage for the depot during the hours it will be open.
Work continues on the depot both inside & out.  Truckloads of crushed rock will soon be hauled-in & a sprinkler system will be added to complete the landscaping.  A video security alarm system is being installed this week.  

The baggage room is finished.  While the display areas in the two old waiting rooms are shaping up nicely, lots of work still needs to be done to re-create the authentic look of Lil Griffin’s operator’s office at the apex of the building.  Several railroaders (including Lil’s son Mike) are offering pointers, donating equipment & furnishings to set-up this important spot.
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