C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The July 30, 2008
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
Hearne’s arrow-shaped railroad passenger depot was constructed in 1901 as a joint venture by the Houston & Texas Central (H&TC) Railway and International & Great Northern (I&GN) Railroad.

What was happening locally, in the U.S., & around the world when this depot was built?  Information about 1901 activities & events is provided below.
	H&TC and I&GN had separate freight depots in addition to the new passenger depot
	Hearne’s population was half the size it is today

	Hearne & Brazos Valley and Calvert, Waco, & Brazos Valley railroads operated nearby
	With farm laborers, Robertson County’s population was twice the size it is today

	Retailers prospered as they sold merchandise brought in by rail from all directions
	Wootan Wells, a famous health resort west of Bremond, was prospering 

	Cotton, corn, & cattle were the mainstays of Hearne’s agricultural economy 
	The nearby Brazos River Bottom was recovering from a devastating flood

	Beasts of burden pulled carts, wagons, & buggies along unpaved local streets & roads 
	Galveston was recovering from a 1900 tidal wave & hurricane that killed 6,000 people

	A water well & trough was in the middle of the Magnolia & Fourth Street intersection
	Harley-Davidson created its first motorcycle prototype

	Compresses, grist mills, gins, lumber yards, hardware stores, feed stores, saloons, rooming houses, & churches flourished
	Ford Motor Company had not yet been founded

	“Hearnewood,” the Robert Cyrus Allen home at 402 Cedar Street, had been built in 1900
	The Wright brothers were experimenting with a glider


Also in 1901:

	January 1
	World celebrates the start of the 20th Century

	January 10
	Spindletop, Texas’ first big oil gusher, is discovered near Beaumont

	January 22
	Queen Victoria dies; Edward VII becomes King of England

	January 24
	First games played in baseball’s American League

	March 4
	25th President William McKinley inaugurated for second term

	April 25
	New York becomes first state to require automobile license plates

	May 1
	Pan-American Exposition opens in Buffalo, NY

	May 30
	First Memorial Day observed in US

	June 24
	First exhibition by Pablo Picasso (19) opens in Paris

	July 2
	Butch Cassidy & Sundance Kid rob a train in MT

	August 22
	Cadillac Motor Company forms

	August 30
	Vacuum cleaner is patented

	September 1
	Construction begins on New York Stock Exchange

	September 2
	Vice President Theodore Roosevelt advises, "Speak softly & carry a big stick"

	September 6
	President William McKinley is shot

	September 14
	McKinley dies; Theodore Roosevelt becomes 26th President

	October 12
	Roosevelt renames "Executive Mansion," "The White House"

	December 2
	Gillette patents first disposable razor

	December 3
	Roosevelt begins “trust-busting” crusade against monopolies

	December 12
	Guglielmo Marconi transmits first trans-Atlantic radio signal in Morse code.
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