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            The Don’t Mess With Texas campaign’s website contains the following information: 
            “What is & is not litter?”
            “Litter is trash that is not disposed of properly in a trash can. When it's in the can, it becomes garbage. Anywhere else, it's litter. The following is definitely & undeniably LITTER:  cigarette butts – they’re small but they’re a nuisance; gum – c’mon, people; apple cores – even though they’ll decompose; UFT – unidentified flying trash that flies out of a car window or truck bed — accidentally or otherwise — is litter.”
            “What are the penalties for littering in Texas? Who enforces these laws?”
            “Littering is against the law; you can be fined up to $500. Repeat the offense, & you could face a fine of up to $2,000 & 180 days in jail.”
            “Discarding trash that weighs more than five pounds is considered illegal dumping & carries even steeper fines. In Texas, failing to cover your pickup-truck load is against the law & carries a fine of up to $200 for the first offense & $500 for repeat offenders.”
            “Any law enforcement officer in Texas can enforce these laws. As a citizen, you can report offenses, too.”
            A related topic is street or road spam.  Most people don’t have problems with local residents posting “garage sale” or “yard sale” signs along local highways & streets to advertise local weekend events.   That is, if these homemade signs are removed in a timely fashion.
  
            These weekend signs are usually printed on flimsy paper that’s likely to curl-up before the day’s event even concludes.  Since most sale or event local advertisers never go back to get them, these faded & torn signs often remain on utility poles & in rights of ways until someone else removes them (often months later).
            Far more problematic is this scenario.  Every so often, local street corners & telephone poles sprout a fresh crop of illegal, obnoxious commercial signage.  Almost all of these use a corrugated plastic material.   These folks often do their spamming in the middle of the night because they are usually breaking the law & don't want to get busted or recognized.
            One online commenter suggests:  “The next time you see obnoxious road spam in your neighborhood, don't just think about an intrusive advertisement in a public place, think about a non-local business operator grabbing a box of nails & a stack of signs, cramming some people into a van, driving to your town (or state), throwing-up a ladder to hammer the sign in well out of reach, & trusting that your zoning & law enforcement people will be too busy - & your fellow citizens too timid - to clean up their litter.” 
            Street or road spam is any advertisement posted illegally in any public place. These public places commonly include:  utility poles (attached by nails, staples, or tape); highway rights-of-way (stuck into the ground on wooden or metal stakes).
            Many federal & state laws & local ordinances declare these signs illegal.  This is because the term "public property" does not mean that the property can be used by anyone who wants to use it for their personal gain.  Highway rights-of-way belong to the state.  Street rights-of-way belong to the city.  Utility poles belong to the city or a utility company.  It is against the law to use property that does not belong to you without permission from the owner.
            According to the Citizens Against Ugly Street Spam website, “these signs create a traffic hazard because they block drivers' vision at intersections.  Americans put a great amount of civic & volunteer effort into keeping their cities & towns clean & attractive.  These ugly signs are eyesores.  The signs, the nails & staples used to attach them, are dangerous to utility workers when they have to climb the poles.”
            The bottom line for local residents?  If you advertise a local sale or event, please take your signs down immediately afterwards.
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