C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

 

From The Pages Of The June 30, 2010

Hearne Democrat Newspaper

 
The Hearne Depot is an iconic structure that is our town’s most highly recognized symbol.  This 1901 structure is currently being equipped with exhibits in anticipation of its Saturday, October 23, 2010 grand re-opening.  
The Hearne Depot, however, means different things to different people who used it at different times.

 

Some older people recall boarding passenger trains in Hearne & heading north, south, east, or west out of town.  They speak fondly of seeing the brightly-colored, Sunbeam express streamlined passenger train speed through town without stopping.  Or, of boarding the Sunbeam’s local counterpart, the Hustler, which made intermediate stops between Houston & Dallas.  Still others speak wistfully of taking school trips on The Eagle or of traveling on The Owl, The Southerner, The Lark, or The Sunshine Special out of Hearne.

 

Some tell of having a father, uncle, or grandfather who was a conductor on a passenger rail car.  Still others were telegraphers in the depot’s operations office.   Due to a family member’s employment with the railroad, some were even able to get free passes for rail travel.

 

During the past sixty or so years, the Hearne Depot has not functioned as a passenger terminal.  The most recent activities within its confines assisted with local freight train operations.  No longer used by the general public & the exclusive domain of railroad workers, the former passenger waiting rooms housed signal, communications, & other equipment.

 

Upon seeing the inside of the under-renovation depot, the remarks are varied.  All comments have been constructive & positive.

 

“I remember it being dirty, dingy, & always having a bad smell to it,” commented one person.  “In the old days, it never looked or smelled this good.”

 

“There was a wall here, but there wasn’t a wall there,” commented a long-time local railroader as he pointed in two different directions.  “This wall didn’t have an opening like it does now.”

 

“The number ‘15’ hung outside the building,” said former Southern Pacific employee Red Evans.  

 

This was Hearne’s interlocking tower number.  Commissioned on July 16, 1903, Hearne was the fifteenth of 216 interlocking towers to be commissioned by the Texas Railroad Commission.

 

In recent weeks, attention has focused on trying to put together the furnishings in the depot’s operations room, the small oddly-shaped room at the apex of the building.  These wooden pieces have been in storage over the past several years in space graciously donated by Verna & Mike Rachui. 

 

The operations room’s centerpiece, the rare & massive interlocker console which manually controlled nearby train signals, has been painstakingly restored & is now sitting in the middle of one of the depot’s two waiting rooms.

 

Hardly resembling furniture at first, a jig-saw puzzle of pieces is starting to take shape as the operator’s desk in what was once the nerve center of local train operations.  Originally stained a golden Oak, several subsequent dry & flaking coats of paint are readily apparent.  Several old telephones, microphones, typewriters, teletype machines, & other items which likely saw service in this room are awaiting installation.  

 

The still functioning old black track diagram equipped with different colored lights to show train movements will be hung on a wall.  Its lights, bells, & buzzers (which are still capable of audibly & visually alerting you to an approaching train) will show visitors how train movements were monitored in years gone by.

 

A modern-day computer video screen in one of the waiting rooms will show visitors how train movements are tracked today. 
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