C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The May 28, 2008
Hearne Democrat Newspaper

The Hearne Economic Development Corporation, Hearne Chamber of Commerce, & Blinn College are trying to make it as easy as possible for interested local residents to acquire basic job skills in the healthcare field.  


If you wish to become a Certified Nurses Aide (CNA) or Certified Medications Aide (CMA), have we got a deal for you!  Blinn College will soon offer CNA & CMA classes in Hearne under an Opportunity Scholarship that pays almost all of the tuition.


Here’s the cost breakdown for local residents who qualify for Blinn’s new Opportunity Scholarship.  For the CNA class, the student out-of-pocket expense is $136 (the scholarship picks-up $525).  For the CMA class, the student share is $132 (scholarship share = $528). 

A tuition discount is just the beginning of the cost savings & convenience you, a friend, or a relative will realize by registering for one of these upcoming Hearne classes.   


A single Hearne parent recently told me, “I can’t afford the tuition or the gas money to take a class in Bryan.  I can’t take the extra time off work to commute to/from Bryan to learn job skills.  I’d have to find somebody to keep my kids while I’m in school.  Then, I’d need to get a local job after I finished the class.”

After she learned about Blinn’s scholarship program, this same young lady said, “If classes were offered in Hearne, I could save money on tuition expenses, I wouldn’t be out the gas money, I could save a couple of hours a week in commuting time, I wouldn’t have to take as much time off of work, & I could probably find somebody to keep the kids two nights a week.”


“But, what about a local job after I graduate?” she asked.

With Robertson County healthcare providers always looking for people to fill entry level positions, there’s a local job market for qualified people (particularly at local nursing homes).  Last week’s announcement that DaVita Kidney Dialysis is opening a 12-bed Hearne treatment center will significantly increase local healthcare job opportunities.

The CNA class, which is taught by Paula Ritter, is scheduled to begin on June 3 & will run through August 28.  Classes will be held on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 5:30 – 9:30 PM in the Hearne chamber conference room & at the Hearne Healthcare Center.  Call Paula at 979.279.3444 for additional information.

The summer medications aide class, which requires CNA certification as a prerequisite, is still in the planning stages.  Both classes require a minimum of six students before they can be held.

Call 979.209.7205 today to register for the upcoming CNA class or to be placed on the waiting list for the soon-to-be-offered Hearne CMA class.  The estimated payment of the student’s responsibility must be made at registration to reserve a seat in a class pending scholarship approval.


Blinn’s B. P. Huddleston Opportunity Scholarship makes funds available to students interested in taking classes for occupations in high demand areas of Workforce Education.

To be considered for an Opportunity Scholarship, the applicant must register for the selected class or program, complete an application for the qualifying class or program, be in good standing with Blinn, meet all eligibility requirements of Workforce Education & the class or program applying for, & not be eligible for nor receiving financial assistance through a state or federal financial aid program or through employer-paid training.


The scholarship application is online at www.blinn.edu/workforce.  Click on “Opportunity Grant” in the “Forms” box on the right-hand side of the page.  Information is also available at the Workforce Education office on any Blinn campus or by calling 979.830.4027.


Scholarship funds are limited & actual awards are subject to change.  So, call TODAY!
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