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The air permits for the two proposed TXU Oak Grove #1 & Oak Grove #2 coal-fired power plants 12-miles north of Franklin in Robertson County are scheduled for a hearing & vote at the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality on Wednesday, June 13 in Austin.  

These power plants will create some 250 new permanent full-time jobs.  Construction alone would bring at least 2,000 new temporary jobs to the county.  Robertson County residents (including those in Hearne) will have access to lots of new local jobs at differing pay scales.

The new 1,720-megawatt generating facility is expected to bring an estimated $1.9 billion in personal income & $790 million in retail sales to the Brazos Valley.


A couple of people have recently asked: “Why aren’t these new power plants being built in Hearne?”  The answer is the same reason why Hearne residents don’t earn their livings on shrimp boats.  The required natural resources (coal & shrimp) aren’t in Hearne.

The plant was constructed 20+ years ago on a remote Robertson County site on top of the lignite coal deposit which runs across the northern part of Robertson County from the Twin Oaks Power Plant outside of Bremond to Lake Limestone.  If this rich vein of coal ran through Hearne, these power plants might be located in here.  But, it doesn’t & they aren’t.


The decision on where to locate these plants was made by a power company roughly half a century ago.  Thousands of acres of land were purchased for the power plant & planned coal mine.  Even at that time,the cost of land acquisition would have been prohibitive in a more populated area like Hearne.

The multi-story skeleton of the plant was built.  Massive, multi-span steel poles were installed & laced with large numbers of power lines running to the plant.  A several hundred acre lake was dug (which is now full of water to cool the new plants).  

Before construction of the original plant was complete, the entire complex was moth-balled.  Closed-down before it ever started generating power, this plant has been under lock & key, patrolled by security officers for the past twenty or so years.  Only in recent years has TXU developed plans to revive & expand this electricity-generating facility.


Hearne will receive significant economic benefits for having these two new power plants nearby.  

Lots of local people will find temporary & permanent jobs at these plants.  To help make this happen, the Hearne Economic Development Corporation is working with TXU & its construction companies to train local residents with skills needed for power plant jobs.  The plan is for TXU & its construction companies to hold job fairs & host job training classes in Hearne.

Since the plant site is in an undeveloped area, there are no places near the plant for some of the thousands of new workers to live.  Some of these people will likely live in Hearne, spend money in Hearne, send their children to Hearne schools, etc.

On another topic, efforts are being made to get Union Pacific to demolish the old Hearne Lumber Yard buildings in downtown Hearne.  Eagle Disposal owns the buildings; Union Pacific owns the underlying land.  The recent collapse of part of one of the buildings has created an even more dangerous situation than before.  

Not only an eyesore, these buildings are a health & safety hazard which threaten public safety.  Should someone trespass upon the property, more of the unstable buildings might collapse on them.  During the dry summer months, these buildings are a tinderbox, which if kindled, might incinerate much of downtown.

A while back, Hearne’s 4A Sales Tax Board looked into bulldozing these buildings.  Since three of the five buildings have asbestos containing materials, it would have cost $37,000 to abate the asbestos plus thousands more to bulldoze the remaining buildings & clear the site.  4A didn’t feel comfortable spending money to clean-up this property unless UP was willing to deed the property to 4A (which it wasn’t). 

A letter from the City of Hearne will soon be sent condemning these buildings & requesting UP to demolish them at UP expense.
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