C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The April 30, 2008
Hearne Democrat Newspaper
The still of the night was disrupted by the arrival of the first in a six-hour convoy of forty-four heavy concrete trucks.  Once unloaded, the churned contents would spit out the end of a movable hydraulic arm.  By noon, a whopping 4,400 tons of slushy concrete had been poured.
With Saturday’s big pour, Hearne’s 64-room, interior corridor, Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites took a big step closer towards becoming a reality.
“This one new hotel represents the biggest single increase in retail square feet, property tax valuation, & new utility revenues that Hearne has seen in years,” commented a local businessman.  “Then, add all of the employees this one new hotel will hire, all of the people this one new hotel will bring to town, all of the sales & hotel/motel taxes this one new hotel will generate.”
The Holiday Inn Express is the first hotel project out of the chute.  Architectural drawings have just been completed for Hearne’s two other new hotels.  
K.C. & Jay Patel recently received franchise approval to build a LaQuinta Hotel & Suites on Harold & Betty Anderson’s old place.  This 59-room, interior corridor hotel with distinctive tower & red tile roof will parallel the Oak Tree Inn behind Gomez Tire & Auto Plus.
Brad Desai is building a 51-room, exterior corridor hotel at the old Stop ‘N Save.  Temporarily named “Hearne Inn & Suites,” a national franchise (Days Inn, Super 8, or Comfort Suites) will likely be selected later.  
Daniel Swick’s former station/store has been renovated.  New fiberglass gas tanks are on the way.  Soon, a digital sign bearing Valero’s steel blue & yellow colors will shine brightly.

This fall, 174 new Hearne hotel rooms will be ready for occupancy.  The new power plant, new coal mine, highway construction, oil & gas activities have brought lots of people & jobs to Robertson County.  Other Texas towns of similar size don’t come close to the number of economic developments taking place in & around Hearne.
The Hearne Depot is getting a long-awaited $894,000 restoration.  A $245,000 direct federal appropriation is on its way to help preserve Camp Hearne.  A $52,111 TxDOT Aviation grant is preparing the way for a GPS runway approach for corporate jets & other planes.
Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards have already done lots of work out FM485.  Camp Hearne, the industrial park, & airport have never looked better.  Go take a look for yourself!
Downtown Hearne is starting to see some positive improvements.  A new coffee & clock shop will open on Magnolia Street.  A half block north, the corner building is getting a stucco & brick facelift.  Another half block north, Dr. Marc Catalina has brought Little River Medical Clinic to town to operate five days a week out of his Hearne Chiropractic Clinic.  First Victoria’s James Florence Community Building will soon become the new public library.
Brookshire Brothers recently renovated its local store.  Robertson County EMS will soon be constructing a new Hearne station.  Dave Cunningham will be putting in a convenience store/gas station at Daniel Lehoski’s former location.  First Star Bank is having its grand opening on May 9.  Brad Ely will soon be moving his Edward Jones office to the old bank building.  The new Hearne ISD complex will be occupied by fall.
Several years in the making, Hearne is changing for the better.  Much-needed & long-overdue improvements are obvious to residents & visitors alike.

The City of Hearne & Hearne ISD elections are Saturday, May 10.  Vote in person on election day at the Hearne Fire Station, 302 West Second Street, from 7 AM to 7 PM.

Vote early in person at Hearne City Hall, Bldg. B, 209 Cedar Street, Monday, April 28 – Friday, May 2 from 8 AM – 4:30 PM; Saturday, May 3 from 10 AM – 2 PM; Monday, May 5 & Tuesday, May 6 from 7 AM – 7 PM. 
Crossroads Reports are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the positions of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, or the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

