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Hearne Democrat Newspaper
Don’t forget!  This Saturday, May 2, the Hearne Lions’ Club will be hosting a crawfish boil fund-raiser (from 11 AM until they are all gone) on the Brookshire Brothers parking lot. 

 
“A Clean City Is A Healthy City” proclaims the sign that a man is holding in one of the two hundred or so old photographs that hang on the walls at the Hearne Chamber of Commerce.  Behind him, you can see the tops of several old Hearne street lights as well as a white trash can with the message “Keep Hearne Clean” boldly emblazoned on it.
Thanks to the chamber’s extensive old photographs collection, we know exactly how Hearne looked in the 1940s.  Many of these photos show different street scenes from different angles – old buildings complemented by the same style streetlights & the same style trash cans carrying the same environmentally-friendly message.  These photos also show something else – a vibrant downtown filled with shops, people, & vehicles.
“I get sad when I look at these photos,” says one long-time Hearnite who owns a downtown business.  “Downtown Hearne AIN’T what it used to be.”


Most of the old buildings are still there but many of them are shrouded in layers of paint & stucco or covered with lay-in facades which conceal their original architectural detail.  While several have received some attention over the years, others need some much-needed tender loving care both inside & outside.

Downtown Hearne’s recent yesteryear-based streetscape includes reproduction street lights, authentically-painted trash cans & fire hydrants along with strap metal park benches patterned after those on the Robertson County Courthouse grounds in Franklin.

Hearne’s 1940s-inspired streetscape is meant to create a connection between downtown’s central business district, the Hearne Depot, & the Hearne WWII POW Camp – all three of which are physically separated from each other.  
Phase 1 of the Hearne Depot (stabilizing the structure) is finished but awaiting TxDOT approvals.  Phase 1 of the Camp Hearne restoration is almost done (complete with an historic marker).
Six more streetlight poles & lumieres are in Hearne awaiting installation in downtown.  With the pending placement of ten more downtown park benches (ten are already bolted down on local sidewalks), the initial phase of downtown’s most recent additions will be complete.

“I welcome any & all improvements in the looks of downtown,” said another downtown business owner who wasn’t born & reared in town.  “I’m so glad efforts are being made to spruce-up our downtown business district & hopefully bring more people to downtown.”

Beyond current efforts, additional downtown improvements are in the offing, including the possible restorations of several architecturally-significant buildings.  Downtown & its merchants should receive a huge shot in the arm when the DaVita Kidney Dialysis Clinic finally receives its accreditation from the state health department & starts drawing dozens of patients a day into downtown.

Just like small towns across Texas, Hearne is hoping to use “heritage tourism” as a means of getting visitors to “spend some time in 77859.”  Many other communities are installing cookie-cutter type embellishments which make their towns look & feel very similar (same streetlights/different towns).
Using a 1940s theme that is both historically accurate & unique to Hearne is a marketing device that should help set Hearne apart from the crowd & make it easier to promote downtown, the depot, & Camp Hearne all at the same time.

In recent years, Hearne’s tourism strategy has included input from the Texas Historical Commission, the U.S. & Texas Departments of Agriculture, Texas A&M students & professors, the Hearne City Council, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, the Hearne Chamber of Commerce, the Robertson County Historical Commission, the Robertson County Commissioners Court, several local residents & business owners.


As city crews were installing one of the new light fixtures atop a reproduction aggregate concrete light pole, my former Hearne High School civics teacher (whose husband was a long-time downtown Hearne business owner) happened upon the scene.  With a wistful look in her eyes, she commented, “This brings back some very fond memories of downtown Hearne.”

Whether they conjure-up old memories or help create new ones, downtown Hearne’s recent changes are a must-see.
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