C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette

From The Pages Of The Wednesday, March 3, 2010
Hearne Democrat Newspaper


Over 300 people from all over Robertson County early voted in-person over a recent six-day period at the Hearne Depot.

This is only the second recent election in which early in-person voting in county, state, & federal contests has been held outside of Franklin.  In the past two major countywide elections, the current commissioners court has provided early in-person voting in Franklin, Hearne, Calvert, & Bremond.
When the news about the new Love’s Travel Stop & Country Store was recently publicly announced, the “remember when” game was played once again. 


“Remember when the old Hearne Drive-In used to be out there?” someone asked.  

Let your imagination wander.  Fast forward to some date several years from now when people will be asking:  “Remember when they built Love’s?”


 “Remember when the high school building was a closed Wal-Mart?”  “Remember when Hearne ISD’s central campus was created?”

“Remember when Derek Scott’s Auto Park moved into its gleaming new TX6 facility?”

“Remember when they tore down the old & collapsing Hearne Lumber Company & replaced it with the new DaVita Kidney Dialysis Center?”
“Remember when the former Bosa Nova Club on Alamo Street was converted into the All Families Mortuary?” 


“Remember when the location that First Star Bank now occupies was a vacant lot?”  “Remember when First Star Bank was built?”

“Remember when Hearne voters passed a local option election to allow for the sale of liquor by the drink in Hearne?”


“Remember when the old Butler Grimes building across Magnolia Street from First Victoria National Bank was re-done complete with new brickwork?


 “Remember when the Budgetel Inn & Suites was built & Daniel Swick’s former store was outfitted as a Valero gas station & convenience store?”

“Remember when LaTonya Darnell opened the Styling Studio on Colorado Street?”
“Remember when Toodie’s BBQ opened?”

“Remember when Robertson County EMS moved into its new Hearne headquarters on Cedar Street?”

“Remember when Planters & Merchants State Bank became First Victoria National Bank?”

“Remember when the Hearne Holiday Inn Express & Suites & AMA’s Restaurant were built?”

“Remember when the strip mall at the corner of Brown & Cedar Streets was fixed up & filled with new businesses?”
“Remember when the old Salvaggio television repair building on Brown Street became home to several new businesses?”
“Remember when FracTech opened-up outside of town?”

“Remember when the old Roy Henry car dealership was outfitted as a BBQ restaurant?”

“Remember when several junk car lots that dotted TX6 through town were cleaned-up?”

“Remember when Hearne’s China Buffet opened?”

“Remember when Hearne’s vacant Big Gas site was sold & re-opened as CEFCO?”

“Remember when downtown Hearne was repainted & retro-fitted with historically accurate embellishments?”

 “Remember when lots of temporary construction workers were in the county helping build the Luminant power plant?” 
“Remember when the Robertson County Courthouse started getting remodeled complete with a multi-story office annex?”

“Remember when TX6 north of Hearne towards Marlin was improved?”

“Remember when the restored Hearne Depot & the preserved Hearne WWII POW Camp re-opened?”  (This will happen before year’s end.)
Did you realize that all of the above changes have taken place over the past half dozen or so years?
As future “remember when” games are played, I wonder if folks will realize that there was a “see change” in & around Hearne beginning in the first decade of the 21st century.  A “see change” is where the looks of a community are so measurably improved that people can see the changes taking place around them.


Hearne is in the midst of a renaissance.  A bridge is being built between the much-maligned old Hearne & an ever-improving Hearne.
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