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Even though the Hearne Depot’s formal grand opening is months away (at summer’s end), Robertson County voters still have until 7PM this Friday, February 26 to get sneak peeks inside it.  

Early voting in the 2010 Republican & Democratic primaries has been taking place at the depot since Saturday, February 20.  This is why the building is festooned with thirty-six American flags waving in the breeze. The “vote here today” & other signs that suddenly sprouted up last week also mark this local polling spot.

All Robertson County voters may cast all local ballots early in-person at the Hearne Depot from 7AM until 7PM  on Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday (February 24, 25, & 26) of this week.  You do NOT have to live in the Hearne city limits to vote early at the Hearne Depot (just within Robertson County).

The depot’s interior is getting rave reviews.  Closed for years, many Hearne residents have never even seen the depot’s interior.  Rest assured, Crossroads Reports readers will hear lots more about the depot & its many exhibits in coming weeks & months.

Lots of folks who have not yet stepped foot inside the depot are commenting about its good looking 800+ linear foot, six foot six inch tall, new metal fence.  This fence is patterned after the old Hearne Lumber Company gates.  

These recently transplanted gates now stand guard at the entrance to the depot grounds.  If you haven’t already seen them in their new location, go take a look.  The depot’s entrance is on Austin Street about a quarter of a block from its intersection with Tenth Street.  See for yourself just how accurately the new fence matches the old gates.
As localite Chad Deaver was doing the final welding & putting the finishing touches on this impressive new metal fence (those are solid metal rods, not hollow tubing), the old construction fence was coming down.  City of Hearne crews hauled it off on Friday & placed it in a secure storage location.
Hearne’s GATX has volunteered to paint the entire fence GATX black in the near future.  The 80 decorative balls & the 1,600 spear finials (which were among the many fence components purchased at Hearne Steel) are coated in zinc to resist rusting.  These & the rest of the fence will be painted black.  Close to 300, sixty-pound bags of cement were purchased locally from Hearne’s Car Quest.
The new fence establishes a protective zone around the depot to keep vehicles from entering the grounds directly from busy TX6/US79 & to keep visiting school children away from this same thoroughfare.  Lots of depots, like the one in Rockdale, don’t have any fencing around them.  Others, like the one in Rosenberg, have major security fence enclosures.  Since the south side is only enclosed with a parking lot, Hearne’s depot fencing is somewhere in between.

In the days leading up to early voting, handyman extraordinaire Cliff Hopcus was busy installing the flags as well as twenty-five green & white old-timey roller window shades in the sometimes oddly shaped windows throughout the depot.  All of the depot’s antique furnishings (mostly from old Hearne & Calvert retail establishments) are now in place.
Hearne’s new depot welcome center will serve as a valuable information portal to Hearne & the rest of Robertson County.

Local history & transportation exhibits are being assembled & will be moved into the depot over the next several months.  With considerable help from some local residents & some kind strangers with keen interests in all things railroad, an eye-catching collection of artifacts & memorabilia is being created.  
A new railroad photographic collection will serve as a posthumous tribute to Tom Luke, an avid railfanner who chronicled the Hearne Depot’s move in photos & amassed an impressive quantity of quality railroad photos during his lifetime.  The travelling exhibit that his friends & family created in his honor will make its debut at the Hearne Depot.

Given its large number of good-sized photographs, the entire Tom Luke Collection will not be shown in the same place at any one time.  Updated periodically with a fresh supply of different photos, this collection’s displays will rotate from Hearne to other Texas railroad depots. 
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